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in: Field project to cost 

Councilors split on baseball lights, bonding impact 


HIGH SCHOOL 

Bids are 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

City councilors are split on two 
major decisions due Monday on 
the Agawam High School athletic 
facility project. 

At a subcommittee meeting 
Dec. 14, councilors questioned 
the need for lighting on the base¬ 
ball and softball fields, and wor¬ 


ried that the additional borrow¬ 
ing the project will require could 
jeopardize plans to build a new 
early childhood center. 

The fields project, which in¬ 
cludes a new running track, arti¬ 
ficial turf multi-purpose field and 
locker rooms, has already been de¬ 


layed once, when bids came back 
higher than expected this sum¬ 
mer. The low price in the second 
round of bids, opened this week, 
was $7,950,000 from Lupachino & 
Sullivan Inc. of Bloomfield, Conn., 
Chief Procurement Officer Jenni¬ 
fer Bonfiglio said. 


The City Council previously 
authorized borrowing up to 
$6,750,000 for the project, and 
Mayor Richard Cohen is request¬ 
ing $1,435,000 in additional funds 
to cover the entire bid. Some of 
that money will be offset by the 
$1,035,000 in Community Preser- 


$7.95M 

vation Act Funds that have been 
authorized for the project. 

Lupachino 8c Sullivan also sub¬ 
mitted an alternate bid with an 
additional $388,000 to add lights 
to the varsity baseball and softball 
fields. 

The Community Relations 
and Finance subcommittees met 
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Portraits of the artists 



SSSuSS: _ , , _ _ 

High School Winter Arts es Marino Cipriani strikes the same pose as Uncle Sam in the painting the senior created for his Arts Honors II class. TURLEY PUBLICATION PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 

the evening of Dec. 9. 


PUBLIC SAFETY 


UTV to aid Police, Fire depts. in remote areas 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 



Police Chief Eric Gillis takes Mayor Richard Cohen for a ride in the new UTV. 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

New year, old test 

Computer-based tests coming, but 
Agawam keeps MCAS for 2016 


There is a new addition to the 
fleet of rescue vehicles in town. 

Last Wednesday afternoon, 
Agawam Fire Chief Alan Sirois 
was joined by Deputy Fire Chief 
B.J. Calvi, Police Chief Eric Gillis 
and Mayor Richard Cohen as he 
unveiled a Utility Terrain Vehicle 
to help first responders reach 
narrow-access and remote areas 
in town. 

Sirois said with an increase 
lately in the use of hiking trails 
and nature areas in town, a need 
was identified for a vehicle that 
could access these areas so vic¬ 
tims of accidents or other issues 
could be transported out with 
more ease, less personnel, and 
less risk of further harm to both 
the victim and rescuers. 

In July, 17-year-old Antonio 
Bruno fell more than 60 feet in a 
rock quarry located on the Aga- 
wam-Southwick town line. It re¬ 
quired the efforts of both towns’ 


fire departments to recover Bru¬ 
no, and Sirois said a UTV would 
have been ideal in an incident like 
that. 

“In areas like that, you cannot 
get a normal rescue vehicle there,” 
said Sirois. “This vehicle will allow 
to have better access.” 

Sirois said in addition to the 


rock quarry, the UTV would also 
be useful in responding to emer¬ 
gencies in places like School 
Street Park and Robinson State 
Park. It will be housed at Fire Sta¬ 
tion 2, which is located in Feeding 
Hills on Springfield Street. 
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By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

Agawam students will con¬ 
tinue to mark their test materials 
with pencils next year, after the 
School Committee again reject¬ 
ed a move to the computerized 
PARCC exam in a unanimous 
vote last week. 

The board voted to continue 
administering the Massachu¬ 
setts Comprehensive Assessment 
System for one more year. MCAS 
has been used in Massachusetts 
schools since 1998, but is set to 
be replaced in 2017 with a com¬ 
puterized test known as MCAS 
2 . 0 . 

School Superintendent Wil¬ 
liam Sapelli acknowledged at 
the Dec. 8 school board meeting 
that Agawam students could be 
placed at a disadvantage when 


computer-based testing is ad¬ 
opted statewide, if Agawam 
doesn’t begin administering 
new-style tests as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Districts had the option of 
adopting PARCC, the Partner¬ 
ship for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers test, last 
year and again this year. 

“By spring 2017, there will no 
longer be the option of taking 
MCAS or PARCC,” said Sapelli. 
“If, in fact, students are going to 
be mandated to take an assess¬ 
ment — whatever it’s called or 
whatever format it comes in, or 
whether it’s MCAS, MCAS Plus, 
MCAS 2.0, MCAS 3.0, PARCC 
Plus — it will be a test generated 
via a computer.” 

In November the state Board 
of Education voted to replace 
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STATE LINE PROPANE DELIVERS! 

Having a large supply of propane and tanks on-site 
means we offer fast delivery and real savings. 

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL. 

We're your one source for all your heating and cooling needs. 
Complete Propane Installation, Service-& Bulk Delivery. 


FIREPLACES, GAS LOGS & GAS STOVES 


Visit our Showroom 

Monday -Frlflay Sa-SporUyappoinSnficm 
500 salmon Bw* St Rte 10/202- Grant* CT 
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Alive @> Well! 



Agawam 
Advertiser 
News Obituary 
Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 

obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be 
made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 
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w giving, 
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HEALTH 

| Health Food Store 

revention is superior to treatment 


307 E MAIN ST. WESTFIELD, MA 
413.568.8333 Mon ' Sat 10AM_6PM 


& Sunday 11 AM- 5 PM 



699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

(413)786-6133 

c&mkfast u/itk Santa 

Saturday, Dec. 19th, 9 -11 am 

Please join us for a pancake 
breakfast and a visit with Santa! 

Free of charge with a canned good for the 
Open Pantry. Reservations required! Call 786-6133. 

Bring your own camera for pictures. 

Avoid the crowds at the mall and give 
your child the gift of unhurried time with Santa. 


(Q&ue Ctastmas Se/a/ice 

Saturday, Dec. 19th at 1 pm 

Do the holidays often leave you feeling blue? 
Do you miss that certain someone who put 
the ‘Happy’ into your holidays? If you feel 
blue during the holidays for any reason , 
join us for our Blue Christmas Service 



I , 



Ctetmas Sue 2e/tuice§ 

Thursday, Dec. 24th 
4 pm - Christmas Eve Pageant 
4 pm - Family Christmas Eve Service 
10 pm - Candlelight Service 


■ 



Agawam High School Counseling bulletin 


College acceptances 

Daphne Gauthier — Elms College, University of New 
Haven; Robert Johnston — American International Col¬ 
lege; Victoria Sutherland — University of New England. 

Special interest programs 

Jr. Tech Inc., a Massachusetts-based non-profit that 
has delivered experiential STEM education programs in 
Massachusetts for the past 10 years, is offering Girls 
STEM Summit on Sunday, April 10, at Regis College in 
Weston. The focus is on girls in grades 8-12 who are 
interested in or curious about careers in the STEM fields. 
The registration fee is $55 per student and includes all 
speakers, hands-on sessions, lunch and snacks, give¬ 
aways and a take home gift. Call 617-512-1794 with 
any questions. 

Springfield Technical Community College is again 
offering the chance for current juniors and seniors to 
take up to one free course in the spring and summer 
semesters through the College Now program. This is a 
great way to earn college credits while in high school 
while trying courses that may be helpful in exploring a 
potential career interest. See your counselor for details. 

Elms College is offering an Advanced Placement 
program which allows eligible students to enroll in one 
three-credit course in the spring semester and receive 
full college transfer credit to the Elms or another aca¬ 
demic institution of their choice. While tuition is waived, 
students will pay a $20 registration fee and $50 tech¬ 
nology fee. Registration for the spring semester is Jan. 
20. Those interested should see their counselor for more 
information. 

The railroad industry is thriving and railroad compa¬ 
nies are looking for qualified workers to fill a variety of 


positions. The Railroad Engineering Technology Associ¬ 
ate Degree program at Gateway Community College 
(New Haven, Conn.) prepares students for such careers. 
Contact Rick Halkyard at 203-285-2311 for more in¬ 
formation. 

Scholarship information 

Students should see their counselor or visit the web¬ 
sites for more information or an application: the Red 
Pine Scholarship; the Yawkey Scholars Program; the 
Charitable and Educational Trust of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts; the Phillips Scholarship Fund; the 
Michael Yaskick ADHD Scholarships by Shire; Big 
Y Scholarship; John F. Kennedy Library Foundation; 
Skidmore College; the Young Entrepreneur Foundation; 
Westfield-West Springfield Elks Lodge 1481; Naval Re¬ 
serve Officers Training Corps; Abbott & Fenner Business 
Consultants; Ronald McDonald House Charities; Jack 
Kent Cooke Foundation; American Legion High School 
Oratorical Scholarship Program; GE-Reagan Foundation 
Scholarship Program; Henry David Thoreau Foundation; 
Aspiring Fashion Professional Scholarship; Aspiring Ani¬ 
mation Professional Scholarship; Horace Smith Fund; 
Aspiring Nurse Scholarship. 

Meritaid.com: On this free website, students can 
complete a profile and then access the college merit 
scholarships that match their profile. This organization 
does not sell its email lists to third parties. The site in¬ 
cludes a comprehensive directory of merit scholarships 
and academic scholarships across the country. 

Did You Know: The College of Rhode Island was re¬ 
named Brown University after Nicholas Brown donated 
$5,000 to the school in 1804. To put things in perspec¬ 
tive, tuition was only $5! 


Pet food drive ends this weekend 


Dave’s Soda and Pet City is teaming up 
with Kane’s Krusade, Feline Friends, Second 
Chance Animal Shelter, and T.J. O’Connor 
Animal Control and Adoption Center to 
host a food drive to make sure that shelter 
animals have the food they need this holi¬ 
day season. 

Dave’s Furry Friends Food Drive will run 
through Dec. 20 at all seven of Dave’s Soda 
and Pet City locations, including the one at 
151 Springfield St., Agawam. Drop boxes 


for donations will be available during store 
hours. Local shelters are in need of both 
wet and dry dog and cat food. Small animal 
food and other pet supplies will also be ac¬ 
cepted. 

The most requested items are grain- 
free treats, dry dog food, canned dog and 
cat food, lid products, large dog treats (pig 
ears, rawhide), Purina Cat Chow-Indoor, 
Friskies Canned Food (shredded/shreds), 
and cleaning products. 
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1070 Suffield Street • AGAWAM • www.ICNE.com • 413-781-2410 


Your Local, Trusted, Independent, Insurance Agency 


























































December 17,2015 I AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I Page 3 


O holy night 



Doreen Pyrek lens over to help her granddaugh¬ 
ter Jamisen Campbell, 4, decorate a cookie at 
the Church of Redemption event. Both are from 
Enfield. 



Melissa and Socrates Lorenzo of West Spring- 
field, dressed as Mary and Joseph, stand with 
Agawam resident Grace Metras and the cookie 
she decorated at the treat table. 



From left, Cam Belmer portrays one of the Magi, Mackenzie Lynch is Mary, Zach Belmer is Joseph 
and Gregory Gilbert and Scott Miltimore are the other two Magi in the Church of Redemption’s “Live 
Nativity” tableau on Saturday night in Agawam. The Belmers are from Agawam; the others are from 
West Springfield. Pastor Bill Pass said the church has been holding this event for about four years. 
This year’s event included a cookie decorating table, baked goods and hot beverages, and barn ani¬ 
mals loaned from the Zoo at Forest Park. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 



Cheryl Carrier of Enfield, far right, leads the choir in Christmas carols and hymns outside the Church 
of Redemption during the Live Nativity. In the front row, at left, is Rob Rivers of Indian Orchard; cen¬ 
ter-right, Chuck Schivley of Agawam. 






Sacred Heart Parish 

f l 103 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
. Rectory/Office 413-786-8200 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

®' Christmas Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM and 5:30 PM 

Solemn Sung Christmas Mass at Night 
with Organ, Choir, Trumpet, Flute, Violin, 

® Timpani & Piano will be at 10 PM 

« Christmas Day Mass: 10 AM 

g Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (New Year’s Day Evening): 

f 4 PM on Thursday, December 31st and on 
’ Friday, New Year's Day, January 1 st at 10 AM 

You are most welcome to join us this 
® ' Christmas Season to celebrate w ® 

the birth of the Prince of Peace. 


® 


® 

a® 


Cultural Council awards nearly $12K 
for performances, school events 


State Sen. Donald Humason, R-West- 
field, state Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, R-South- 
wick, and Bob Kadis, chairman of the Aga¬ 
wam Cultural Council, have announced the 
awards of 29 grants totaling $11,900, for 
cultural programs in Agawam. 

There were a total of 42 applications re¬ 
questing $46,341. The Cultural Council met 
in November to choose which programs 
to support — some were funded partially 
— and finalized their approvals on Dec. 7. 
Three hundred dollars of the $11,900 was 
unspent grant funding from last year; the 
rest was an appropriation from the state 
Legislature. 

Grant awards announced this month in¬ 
clude the following public events: 

• A holiday season concert to be held 
this Sunday, Dec. 20, at St. John the Evange¬ 
list Church on Main Street, $1,000. 

• “From Ireland to America,” a musical 
performance celebrating Irish-American 
culture by Roger Tincknell at the Agawam 
Senior Center, set for March 11, $450. 

• The Agawam Colleen float for the 
March 20 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
$500. 

• “Great American Masters of Song,” a 
performance by vocalist Sarah Clay and 
pianist Nick Kachulis at the Senior Center 
planned for April 5, $300. 

• “Trial and Error,” an audience-partici¬ 
pation comedy murder mystery to be per¬ 
formed at the Senior Center on April 22, 
$350. 

• “Theatrical Magic,” a 45-minute pro¬ 
gram of juggling and magic by James 
Jameson, slated for June 24 as the kickoff 
for the Agawam Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Program, $200. 

• “This A-Way, Mezudio!” a folk song- 
and-dance program for children at the li¬ 
brary on July 7, $395. 

• “Travelin’ Shoes: Multicultural Sto¬ 
rytelling Extravaganza,” a family-friendly 
event to be held July 28 at the library, $200. 

• “The Gravestone Girls,” a program to 
be hosted by the library and Agawam His¬ 
torical Commission at the library in Octo¬ 
ber, $250. 

Also receiving partial funding were a 
proposed one-woman show “Anne Sullivan, 
a Celebration,” at the Red Door Theatre, 
which was given $300; and Hilltown Fami¬ 
lies Suggest, an online community and cul¬ 
tural engagement site covering Western 
Massachusetts, which got a $50 grant. 

Grants from the Cultural Council will 
also support several student events at local 
schools: 

• Agawam High School, $1,258 for a day 
trip by U.S. history classes to see “Hamilton” 
on Broadway in New York City in January. 

• Agawam Junior High School, $1,000 for 
a day trip to see “Matilda, the Musical” in 


New York City; the trip occurred Dec. 2. 

• AJHS, $1,000 for the annual five-night 
trip to Washington, D.C., in April. 

• AJHS, $100 for the “Everyone Has a 
Story” assembly sponsored by the PTO. 

• Doering School, $425 for “The Magical 
Potter’s Wheel,” a performance about pot¬ 
tery, to be given by Richard Hamelin. 

• Granger School, $1,397 for several pro¬ 
grams sponsored by the PTO. 

• Robinson Park School, $1,470 for sev¬ 
eral programs sponsored by the PTO. 

• Robinson Park School, $150 for a field 
trip to the Look Back program at Storrow- 
ton Village. 

• Phelps School, $1,100 for several pro¬ 
grams and field trips sponsored by the 
PTO. 

Kadis said there were no grant funding 
requests from Clark School. In addition to 
the grant-funded public performances, the 
Cultural Council will also sponsor several 
Applause Series events in 2016, funded by 
local donations, Kadis said. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is part 
of a network of 329 local cultural councils 
serving all 351 cities and towns in Mas¬ 
sachusetts. The state cultural council 
program is the largest grassroots cultural 
funding network in the nation, supporting 
thousands of community-based projects 
in the arts, sciences and humanities every 
year. The state Legislature provides an an¬ 
nual appropriation to the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency, which 
then allocates funds to each community. 

Decisions about which activities to sup¬ 
port are made at the community level by a 
board of municipally appointed volunteers. 
Cultural Council members are Shirley Cus- 
luski, Tina Dunham, Jane Eitel, Bob Kadis, 
Walter Mantani, David Owens, Jackie Ow¬ 
ens, Elsa Rosenak, Ceil Rossi and Maryellen 
Sullivan. 

“I am proud to support the hardworking 
volunteers of the Agawam Cultural Coun¬ 
cil and their continued efforts to promote 
the local artistic community and expand 
cultural opportunities for all citizens,” said 
Humason. “Congratulations to this year’s 
grant recipients and thank you to the Cul¬ 
tural Council members for the outstanding 
job you do for the city.” 

“I’m pleased to announce that Agawam 
has received a number of grants for arts 
and humanities programs,” Boldyga said. 
“MCC grants help to ensure that cultural 
resources in Agawam and across the Com¬ 
monwealth are accessible to residents.” 

The Agawam Cultural Council will seek 
applications again in the fall. Information 
and forms are available at www.agawamcc. 
org; click on “Grants.” Applications are due 
Oct. 15, 2016. 
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OUR VIEW 

Tax split risks a 
business backlash 

I t’s hard to argue with property tax relief for hom¬ 
eowners, but Agawam residents need to remem¬ 
ber that the biggest factor keeping their tax rates 
low, more important than the “shift” that charges a 
higher rate for businesses, is the actual presence of 
businesses themselves. 

In its effort to shave pennies off the residential 
rate, the City Council walks a fine line. The higher 
that split climbs — this year, it’s up from 1.48 to 1.52, 
meaning businesses are paying more than one and a 
half times what they would be paying if there were 
no split — the more likely it is that short-term relief 
for homeowners could turn into a long-term down¬ 
turn as businesses leave a high-tax town. Business 
taxpayers are a windfall for town government, gen¬ 
erally large properties that help fund the schools, li¬ 
brary and Senior Center without using any of these 
services. Of course, they also don’t vote — but they 
can move. 

Don’t think the rising tax rates on businesses — 
from $28.29 per $1,000 assessed value in fiscal 2015, 
to $29.98 in the current fiscal year — will pass unno¬ 
ticed. That’s a rate increase of almost 6 percent. Even 
more important than the impact on current busi¬ 
nesses, which have a substantial capital investment 
in town and inertia keeping them in place, is the mes¬ 
sage that it sends to potential new businesses when a 
town is asking its commercial and industrial proper¬ 
ties to shoulder so much more of the tax burden than 
their “fair share.” 

Agawam isn’t alone in having a split rate. The other 
industrial cities of the Springfield area all have split 
rates, and all had much higher rates than Agawam’s 
in fiscal 2015, from $31.67 in Chicopee, through West 
Springfield, Westfield and Springfield, to $39.93 in 
Holyoke. It bears noting that property values will 
vary based on location, but at least on the face of it, 
Agawam is competitive with its larger neighbors. 

The other three nearest Massachusetts towns, 
though, present a different picture to would-be build¬ 
ers, with business tax rates lower than Agawam’s in 
fiscal 2015: $26.13 in Longmeadow (which had a very 
small shift, and the highest residential tax rate in the 
region), and $20.72 in East Longmeadow and $16.94 
in Southwick (both of which had no split — a single 
rate for both residential and business property). 

Agawam is an attractive destination for manufac¬ 
turers and warehouses, with ample industrial land 
with easy highway access via Route 57, professional 
police and fire coverage, city utilities and a clean and 
safe community. But to attract relocated businesses 
and hang on to existing ones, Town Hall needs to send 
the message that it’s business-friendly. Outreach by 
the town’s Planning Department is part of that; expe¬ 
dited permitting is part of that; but a reasonable tax 
rate, a rate that respects the town’s largest property 
owners rather than treating them as a cash cow to be 
milked to throw a little relief at voters, is a big part 
of it, too. 

What do you think? Email your letter to the editor to 
aan@turley. com. 
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JAY SPEAKS 

Pursuit of the Black Dragon Society 


Japan, 1945 

n mid-summer 1945,1 joined elements 
of the 27th Infantry Division. We were 
training for the invasion 
of the Japanese homeland. We 
would wade ashore under simu¬ 
lated fire from the beaches. Af¬ 
ter 4 p.m. we would then send a 
warplane loaded with warm beer 
aloft and hope that he might 
come down with cold beer. 

One day my sergeant called 
me over and pointed to the 
headquarters hut and said, 

“Berger, go see Captain Mayer. 

He’s got something for you.” I 
found my way to the captain’s 
office, saluted and was asked to sit down. 
Alongside him sat an Oriental-looking 
person (we called them “Orientals” then, 
not Asians as now). He was introduced as 
Sam. I shook hands and resumed seating. 

The captain opened the conversation 
by telling me what Sam was doing here 
in the Marshall Islands. I began thinking, 
“what has this got to do with me?” He said 
that Sam had completed his mission in 
Germany and now can use his talents in 
the Pacific. Sam was fluent in German and 
Japanese, inasmuch as his dad was Ger¬ 
man and his mom was Japanese. 

“Now, Berger, getting to you, I am put¬ 
ting together a special group within mili¬ 
tary intelligence, people who we can use 
before and during the invasion. We will be 
searching out Japanese who are members 
of a secret society called ‘Black Dragons’” 

The captain went on to tell how this 
group had much to do with Japan’s behav¬ 
ior in choosing to go to war with the U.S. 
The captain said, “before going on further, 
can I count on you to be part of this unit? 
We have checked you out, and it appears 
that you would be a good fit for this proj¬ 
ect.” I quickly stood up and saluted and 
said, “I am honored to be chosen.” 

I moved my equipment to a differ¬ 
ent area of the island. This happened so 
quickly that I was not surprised when the 
following morning I received word that we 
flying into Okinawa. We landed in Okina¬ 
wa to the announcement that an A-bomb 
had been dropped on a major Japanese 
city called Hiroshima, with hundreds of 
thousands of casualties 

I got settled in and then quickly a sec¬ 
ond bomb was dropped on Nagasaki with 
drastic results. In the interim, Sam and 
the captain were prepping us with back¬ 
ground on the Black Dragons and some 
of the code names that they were using (of 
course, in Japanese). The three that I re¬ 
call were “The Sleeper,” “Fire Tongs” and” 
Number One.” 

Shortly after Nagasaki, the announce¬ 
ment came that there would be a Japanese 
surrender and there would be an occupa¬ 
tion force. The captain told us at our next 
meeting that we would be a part of the 
initial occupying group and that it was de¬ 
termined that we would be headquartered 
at Tachikawa Air Base about 20 miles from 
Tokyo. 


A few days later the surrender was 
signed and we were off in a B-25 for Tachi¬ 
kawa. Our tents were set up not far from 
the runway and we met in the 
headquarters tent. The captain 
had been prepped at a high 
level and he reported to us that 
the Black Dragon Society had 
fought with the emperor’s men. 
They did not want the emperor 
to make his radio broadcast 
announcing Japan’s surrender. 
Their argument went like this: 
“The U.S. does not have an end¬ 
less supply of A-Bombs. If Japan 
resists, the U.S. will have to in¬ 
vade. There will be enormous 
casualties and the American public will 
not put up with that loss of life and they 
will pull out. Japan will be victorious.” 

The captain said, “Our insider reports 
from the imperial palace say, the Black 
Dragon members have left Tokyo and are 
now in an industrial area of Niigata. We 
will pull out today by Jeep and locate them 
and bring them to justice.” He thought 
that we might need the Jeep rather than 
fly and not have ground transport. It was 
a long trip to Niigata and when we arrived 
we were asked by the local mayor to be his 
guest at a dinner in our honor. The cap¬ 
tain accepted and we were fed and enter¬ 
tained. 

The mayor was asked about our infor¬ 
mation regarding the Black Dragons and 
of course he pleaded no knowledge, but 
he did know of the industrial area that 
we were going to search. There were three 
buildings set in what could be called a 
triangle. They were three stories tall and 
I would guess at 50,000 square feet each. 
From the machinery present, they might 
have been in the clothing manufacture. 

We were looking at the offices, howev¬ 
er, and we had Sam to ask questions and 
look at paperwork. In the second building, 
a Japanese official handed a bundle of pa¬ 
pers to the captain. He passed it along to 
Sam, asking, “What do you make of these, 
Sam?” 

After poring through them, Sam an¬ 
nounced it looks like lists of Japanese who 
had been abroad while the war was going 
on. Perhaps they were trying to bring them 
home. 

The captain had a different thought: 
“Perhaps the Black Dragons think that 
they can recruit an army from these troops 
in China, Manchuria, Indonesia, Formosa 
and the islands that we bypassed.” 

In the third building, a janitor ques¬ 
tioned by Sam proclaimed that “I heard 
the leader say that they were leaving for 
Yokohama to find a boat.” The captain said, 
“There was a story going around that the 
Dragons had stashed some gold bullion in 
a warehouse in Yokohama. If it didn’t burn 
down during the bombings, perhaps it’s 
still there.” 

We finished up in Niigata, thanking the 
mayor and the industrial people, and got 
back in the Jeeps. We took turns sleeping 
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FAITH MATTERS 

God’s gift to a dark world 


6 TTt’s the most wonderful time of the 

I year!” I cringe as the radio blasts this 

JL familiar tune. For many, this is the 
hardest time of the year. While I would love 
to wrap my family in ribbons 
and bows, and stuff candy canes 
in my children’s mouths, it just 
doesn’t work for me. In a world 
of illness, poverty, homelessness, 
diminishing family culture, rac¬ 
ism, violence and general bro¬ 
kenness, I cannot will my heart 
to sing along. Maybe our world 
isn’t so different from the one 
that Jesus was born into. 

I’m not an expert on Biblical 
society, but I do know the political and so¬ 
cial climate of Jesus’ day wasn’t all twinkling 
lights and joyful carols. Jesus didn’t ride in 
a sleigh surrounded by elves bringing the 
latest cell phone for all. He was born into 
a world with a frustrating political system 
that strongly impacted the faith and daily 
lives of the people. There was the constant 
threat of senseless violence. Dramatic so¬ 
cial stratification of the classes created ob¬ 
scene wealth and crushing poverty. 

It is so easy to forget that Jesus came 
into a dark world to seek and save the lost. 
Especially when I turn on the television 
and am bombarded with the message that 
this season will bring me everything I need 
for a happy, healthy, delightful life. Yet this 
isn’t why Jesus came. Jesus was born in a 
dark, dirty stable to bring us peace. Love 
came wrapped in swaddling clothes, as a 
baby. Jesus is the greatest gift we could ever 
possibly receive, and yet there was no room 
for him. 


So how do we make room for Him in 
our lives? How can we give this year in a 
way that will honor God’s gift to us? Can 
we offer words of hope? Can we help those 
searching for kindness and 
peace? Would a pause from the 
hustle and bustle allow true joy 
to enter our hearts? Take time 
to focus on the hope, peace, 
joy and love of Christ, and in¬ 
vite Him into your celebrations. 
Don’t miss out on the wonder 
of Christmas trying to cram the 
most festivities in one weekend. 

What, then, do I want for my 
own children this Christmas? I 
want to give them the gift of my full atten¬ 
tion and love. I want to share with them the 
greatest gift that entered this world on that 
first Christmas and inspire them to show 
true kindness and goodwill toward others. 
I want them to know the most important 
gifts can’t be wrapped and tied with a bow 
— to remember that Christ was born into 
our dark world to bring us the light of God 
and that the light always shines through 
the darkness. Honestly, what better gift 
could we receive? 

On second thought, perhaps it is, in 
fact, the most wonderful time of the year. 
May your Christmas celebration be so full 
of love, joy, peace and hope that it sustains 
you through the entire year to come. 

Janet Brown is the director of children 
and family ministries at Agawam Congrega¬ 
tional Church on Main Street. 



Adult Ed signups set for Jan. 12-13 


Registration for the spring semester 
of the Agawam Adult Education Program 
will be held Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan. 
12 and 13, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Agawam 
High School Career Center connected to 
the counseling offices. 

Late registration will be held up until 
the night of the first class meeting and dur¬ 
ing the first week of classes on Jan. 19 and 
20 from 5 to 6 p.m., in the Agawam High 
School Counseling Center. Late registra¬ 
tion cost is an additional $10 per class. 
Students registering during the first week 
must attend the first night of class. 

Classes begin Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Jan. 19 and 20, ending on or about April 12 
and 13. Classes begin at 6 p.m. and end at 
8:30 p.m. 

Due to the increasing numbers of en¬ 
rollment, absolutely no partial payments 
will be accepted. The full tuition charge of 
$125 per course must be paid at the time 
of registration. Cash or certified checks 
(bank checks, money orders) should be 
made payable to Agawam Adult Education. 
No personal checks will be accepted. No 
refunds will be given after the second class 
meeting. Tuition will be refunded if there 
are an insufficient number of students reg¬ 
istered for a course. The administration re¬ 
serves the right to cancel courses for lack 


of registration and change the day a course 
may be offered. 

Those persons interested in working to¬ 
ward an Agawam Evening High School di¬ 
ploma or certificate of attainment must call 
ahead of time to schedule an appointment 
with Shawn Tatro to enroll. These students 
must bring with them a transcript of any 
course work completed since grade 9, any 
MCAS test scores, and a letter of withdraw¬ 
al from the previous attended high school. 
The SASID number must also be provided 
in the letter. 

The following is a list of courses and the 
nights they are being offered this semes¬ 
ter: 

Tuesday classes: English 09; English 10; 
English 11; English 12; physical science, bi- 
ology. 

Wednesday classes: Algebra I, algebra II; 
geometry; U.S. history; world history. 

For more information, contact Shawn 
Tatro, director, at 413-726-1276 or 413-726- 
1647, or statro@agawampublicschools.org. 

If Agawam schools are closed because 
of inclement weather, evening school is 
also cancelled. Local radio stations will an¬ 
nounce any cancellations. Make-up days 
for inclement weather will be scheduled 
during the term. April 26 and 27 will be re¬ 
served for possible snow make-up days. 


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 21, Roberta G. Doering School, 
68 Main St., Agawam 

A. Roll call 

B. Moment of silence and the Pledge of Alle¬ 
giance 

C. Citizen’s speak time 

D. Minutes 

1. Regular council meeting — Dec. 7, 2015 

E. Declaration from council president 

F. Presentation of Petitions and Resolutions 

1. TR-2015-50- Resolution appropriating from 
the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing 
the expenditure of Community Preservation Funds 
for the softball and baseball diamond circuitry and 
lights located at the Agawam High School (CPA) (Re¬ 
ferred to Finance and Community Relations Com¬ 
mittees) 

2. TR-2015-51- Resolution to increase the bond 
amount for the new track, field and school locker 
facility at the Agawam High School (Mayor Cohen) 
(Referred to Finance Committee) 

G. Report of council committees 

H. Elections 

I. TE-2015-5- Election of a regular member of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals to a term expiring Jan. 1, 
2019 

I. Public hearings 

J. Old Business 

1. TO-2015-74- An order granting or renewing a 
permit for Weekly Amusement for the Main Street 
Still, Inc., 858 Suffield Street, Agawam, MA. (Clerk) 
(Referred to Administrative Committee) (Tabled un¬ 
til 12/21/15 meeting) 

2. TO-2015-86- Order granting or renewing a 
Class 2 Dealer’s License to Auto Kraft, 119 Walnut 
Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Adminis¬ 
trative Committee) 

3. TO-2015-87- Order granting or renewing a 
Class 2 Dealer’s License to Malkoon Motor Sales, 825 
Springfield Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk) (Referred to 
Administrative Committee) 

3. TO-2015-88- A Budgetary Transfer for 
$249,000.00 from Line Items - Reserve Fund #16605- 
57300 to Line Items - Employee Benefit Buyback 
#16603-51040 (Mayor) (Referred to Finance Com¬ 
mittee) 

4. TO-2015-89- Order granting or renewing a Class 
2 Dealer’s License to Paul J. LaPointe d/b/a The Car 
Connection, 820 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
MA (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee) 

K. New business: Unavailable at press time. 

L. Any other matter that may legally come before 
the City Council. 

Adjournment 
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and driving and got to Yokohama the next day. The wa¬ 
terfront in that city is enormous. We could not bring in 
multiple troops and tell them what we were looking for, 
so we had to do it ourselves. At the same time, we asked 
around the docks if they had seen any small ships leaving 
with a few men and some cargo. 

Our unit combed through about six warehouses with 
no success. As we were leaving, a Japanese worker ap¬ 
proached Sam and announced that yes, he had seen a 
small motor vessel with about five or six people leaving 
earlier, and it looked as though they had a heavy cargo. 

The captain called the Air Corps to search the waters of 
Tokyo Bay for this unknown ship, but to no avail. All those 
years ago and still no Black Dragon Society has appeared 
and we have Japan as a partner in many endeavors. They 
seem happy as a peaceful nation. Do you think that the 
Black Dragons might be working with other non-peaceful 
groups? 


DEATH NOTICES 


Chmielewski, Stanley J. 

Died Dec. 10, 2015 
Funeral Dec. 15 
Agawam Funeral Flome, Inc. 

Gamelli, Joanne M. 

Died Dec. 7 
Funeral Dec. 14 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Flome of Agawam 

Gendron, Lucille F. 

Died Dec. 8 

Funeral Dec. 14 

Agawam Funeral Flome, Inc. 

Molitor, Norman J. 

Died Dec. 11 

Private Services 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral & 

Cremation 

Agawam 

Muchmore, Natalie D. 

Died Dec. 10 
Funeral Dec. 14 
Curran-Jones Funeral Flome 
West Springfield 

Oliveira, Joao P. 

Died Dec. 6 
Funeral Dec. 16 
Ludlow Funeral Flome 

O’Sullivan, CarolAnn R. 

Died Dec. 8 
Funeral Dec. 14 
Curran-Jones Funeral Flome 
Agawam 

Spagnoli, Vincent P. 

Died Dec. 12 
Private Burial 

Agawam Funeral Flome, Inc. 


Agawam 
Advertiser 
News Obituary 
Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 

obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be 
made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 


Santa breakfast, ‘Blue Christmas’ service this weekend 

quired, call 413-786-6133. 

Also, beginning at 1 p.m., a “Blue Christ¬ 
mas Service” is scheduled. Those feeling 
blue during the holidays for any reason are 
invited to this service. 


St.David’sEpiscopalChurchat699Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills, will host Breakfast 
with Santa from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
19. The event is free of charge with a canned 
good to be donated to the Open Pantry. 
Guests are encouraged to bring a camera 
for pictures. For reservations, which are re- 


Jay Berger is a U.S. Army 
veteran, retired from a job 
in publishing and lives in 
Agawam with his wife Kitty. 
They have three children 
and six grandchildren. 


Need A Mattress? 

Create Your g | AA 
Perfect Mattress t,om I mm 


\ Choose Your Size 

King, Queen, Full, Twin, also Special Custom Sizes 

\ Choose Your Support 

Memory Foam, Natural Latec Pocket Coil, Traditional Spring 

] Choose Your Comfort 

Rock Hard, Prliow Soft, somewhere between or both sides different 

jma Mattress Factory 

Garden Street www.sigmctmattrcss.com 

IP Feeding Hills, MA ( 4 T 3 | 789 -toso 


MOO-LICIOUS FARM 



Closing for 
the Season 
December 23rd 

Re-Opening 
February 14th 

258 Feeding Hills Rd., Southwick 
(Across from Calabrese Farms) 
www.mooliciousfarm.com 


FOR ALL YOUR MASONRY NEEDS 


Locally owned and operated 
Chimneys • Rebuilds • Repairs • Liners 
Concrete • Stairs • Walkways • Patios 
Basement Waterproofing • Hatchways 
Foundations • Basement Windows 
Retaining Walls • Stonework 

Residential & Commercial 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Hardy’s 

Professional 

Masonry 

hardysprofessionalmasonry.com 

For an expert opinion and FREE estimate call 

413 . 786.0020 

Agawam, MA 

LICENSED & INSURED • SENIOR DISCOUNTS 
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The Gift of Christmas' 


Always of interest at the Bethany As¬ 
sembly of God each year is the presentation 
of the story of the birth of Christ. This year, 



Bethany Assembly of God again hosted its 
“Singing Christmas Tree” holiday revue this 
year, including a mammoth lit and decorated 
tree dominating the worship hall. 


it was portrayed as a story being told by 
“Mr. Baker” to four members of his family 
as scenes appeared before them. 



Ken Bryars, minister of music at Bethany As¬ 
sembly of God, performs at the Singing Christ¬ 
mas Tree Spectacular. 



Performers at the Singing Christmas Tree Spectacular included an orchestra, actors and a full choir 
situated on the tree itself. SUBMITTED PHOTOS BY GERALDINE SCHILLING-NORDAL 


Recycling dos, don’ts for holiday season 


Tracy DeMaio, the town’s solid waste 
and stormwater coordinator, recently 
asked residents of Agawam to be mindful of 
the following guidelines for recycling dur¬ 
ing the holiday and winter months. 

The following items may be included in 
the paper recycling mix for curbside pickup 
in Agawam: corrugated cardboard; boxes; 
paperboard gift boxes; greeting cards (ex¬ 
cept those with foil, metallic inks or glit¬ 
ter); gift wrap, gift bags; tissue wrap (except 
those with foil, metallic inks or glitter); 
paper shopping bags (any type of handle is 
okay); catalogs and calendars. 


The following items should not be in¬ 
cluded in the recycling mix: ribbons, bows, 
tinsel, and mylar wrapping paper; packing 
peanuts and Styrofoam (re-usable, contact 
any pack and ship store); holiday lights; 
blister packaging (formed plastic package 
used to hold toys and electronics); plastic 
bags (clean, dry plastic bags marked No. 2 
or No. 4 recyclable at some retailers); pho¬ 
tographs. 

For more information about recycling, 
visit at www.springfieldmrf.org, or call 
the Recycling Hotline at 888-888-0784, ext. 
2293. 



TEST I from page 1 

PARCC with a new iteration of MCAS. Dis¬ 
tricts that used MCAS in 2015 faced a Dec. 
18 deadline to choose to administer PARCC 
in 2016 or to remain with MCAS. Districts 
that used PARCC in 2015 will continue to 
use it. 

Sapelli said the state Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education is 
“looking to prepare students and districts 
for the next-generation, PARCC-like” test 
that will be administered on an electronic 
device such as a Chrome Book or an iPad. 
He added that many school officials, includ¬ 
ing Agawam’s own information technology 
staff, are concerned about preparing stu¬ 
dents for taking a computer test. 

He said he had requested and received an 
extension for Agawam to allow the School 
Committee to postpone its vote until mid- 
January. He said the extra time would allow 
him to get more information for the com¬ 
mittee about what other districts that used 
MCAS in 2015 would do in 2016. 

Sapelli said other issues the district 
needs to be prepared to deal with include 
having enough devices and enough band¬ 
width for students to use many devices at 
the same time during testing. “That’s some¬ 
thing we should discuss,” said Sapelli. “In a 
month, a lot more information will likely 
shake out in regards to these tests.” 

But committee members told Sapelli 
they didn’t need another month to decide 
how they would vote. “I’m ready to vote 
tonight for MCAS,” said Anthony Bonavi- 
ta, who made the motion to continue us¬ 
ing MCAS next year. “Nothing is going to 
change between now and January. If West 
Springfield or some other community 
votes in favor of PARCC, that’s not going to 
change my vote.” 


Testing mistrust 

Diane Juzba said there’s still “too much 
uncertainty” from the state about its future 
student assessment program. 

“It all comes down to the same thing, in 
my opinion,” she said. “They’re trying to get 
us to do an assessment without providing 
us with enough information and enough 
technology to do the assessment.” 

Both Juzba and Bonavita called it “dis¬ 
turbing” that the DESE is trying to “slide in” 
a new assessment program by using the old 
MCAS name. 

”1 trust our superintendent. I trust our 
assistant superintendent. I don’t trust the 
state,” said Bonavita. “We don’t know what 
they’re going to do and I’m not sure they 
know what they’re going to do. They’re try¬ 
ing to put us in a position to make us vote 
for PARCC.” 

Bonavita — who called what the state is 
proposing “ridiculous” and “a joke” — sug¬ 
gested that the state adopt a three- or four- 
year moratorium on developing any new 
assessments. 

“They should study this, come up with 
answers in 2020 or 2019, say this is what we 
think is the right thing to do, and then vote 
on it,” he said. 

Sapelli said while he shared the com¬ 
mittee’s frustrations with the state’s policy 
on testing, he has to “deal with the here and 
now.” He told the committee he resents the 
way the state is treating local districts, but 
he’s trying to look out for what will benefit 
students in the long run. 

“I want to do what’s best for our kids, 
our staff, and our IT department. This [test¬ 
ing issue] isn’t going to go away. I’m just 
worried about what will happen when we 
move ahead to 2017, ’18, T9.” 

All districts will begin using the next- 
generation MCAS in spring 2017, with com¬ 
puter-based state assessments starting in 
spring 2019. 
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CLUESACROSS 

1. Characters in one 
inch of tape 
4. In a hold 
9. Jewish mystic 

14. A way to souse 

15. A small sharp knife 

16. Frogs, toads, tree 
toads 

17. Brew 

18. Rowdy carouser 
20. Poetries 

22. __ salts, remedy 

23. Expect eagerly 

24. Obstructing the view 
of something 

28. Denotes three 

29. Expression of 
uncertainty 

30. Greek portico 

31. Bureau 

33. Electric battery 

37. Vapor density 

38. Radioactivity unit 

39. Strive to equal or 
match 


41. Cologne 

42. Carrier’s invention 

43. Highest in degree or 
quality 

44. Female horses 

46. Serbian 

49. Publicity 

50. Actress Lupino 

51. Supporting 
structures 

55.Jobs 

58. Indian founder of 
Sikhism 

59. Capital of Zimbabwe 

60. Woman of charm 
and good looks 

64. Order 

65. Draft animal in 
desert regions 

66. Unaccented syllable 
verse 

67. Fail to keep pace 

68. Sheath or shirtwaist 

69. Moss stalks 

70. __ Lilly, drug 
company 


CLUES DOWN 

I. Exclamation of 
praise 

2.200 island Pacific 
nation (alt. sp.) 

3. Repeated 

4. Hungers 

5. School of Business, 
UCB 

6. Bobby _, NHL 
champ 

7. Lease 

8. More parched 

9. Medieval merchant 
guild 

10. Negative ions 

II. Top 

12. One of the 
Gershwins 

13. Dekalitre 

19. Imitate 

21. Gentlemen 

24. Dawn 

25. A citizen of Chile 

26. Bright stars 

27. Codfish genus 


31. Extremely unrefined 

32. Diacritical mark 

34. Correspondences 

35. Indicates position 

36. Small cup 

40.12th Greek letter 

41. Capable of being 
eliminated 

45.12th Jewish month 

47. Rechristen 

48. In a way, imputes 

52. Hydroxyls + 2C 

53. Follows sigma 

54. Vegetable shrubs 

56. South African 
village 

57. Monetary unit of 
D.R. Congo 

59. First Chinese 
dynasty 

60. Divides evenly into 
(Math) 

61. Household god 
(Roman) 

62. Pakistani rupee 

63. American time 


Answers on page 19 
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Public Safety 

POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 267 
calls for service from Dec. 8 to Dec. 14. The department 
made six arrests. Those arrested will appear at a future 
date in Westfield District Court and are innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Thursday, Dec. 10 

Jolene Bettro, 32, of Riverdale Road, West Spring- 
field, was arrested on charges of possession of a Class A 
drug, breaking and entering a motor vehicle, and receiv¬ 
ing stolen property over $250. 

David Bettro, 32, of Riverdale Road, West Springfield, 
was arrested on charges of possession of a Class A 
drug, breaking and entering a motor vehicle, receiving 
stolen property over $250, and malicious destruction of 
property over $250. 


Desonte Jolivet, 26, of 1808 Canyon Ridge Drive, 
Broad Brook, Conn., was arrested on charges of speed¬ 
ing in violation of special regulation, marked lanes viola¬ 
tion, and operating under the influence of liquor. 

Joseph M. Labosco, 18, of 490 School St., Agawam, 
was arrested on charges of person under 21 in pos¬ 
session of liquor, uninsured motor vehicle, and miscel¬ 
laneous motor vehicle equipment violation. 

Monday, Dec. 14 

Brian C. Holden, 38, of 34 Portland St., Agawam, was 
arrested on a default warrant for failure to appear. 

Michael Klang, 30, of 509 Whitney Ave., Apt. 1C, 
Holyoke, was arrested on charges of disorderly conduct, 
resisting arrest, and assault and battery on a police of¬ 
ficer. 



Partners Restaurant reopened last weekend, 15 months after a fire closed it. 


Partners rises from ashes 


FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 67 EMS 
calls from Dec. 1 to Dec. 7, and the following emergency 
response calls. 

On Dec. 1 at 10:29 a.m., the department responded 
to Bowles Road for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On Dec. 1 at 10:41 a.m., the department responded 
to Adams Street for detector activation, no fire - unin¬ 
tentional. 

On Dec. 1 at 7:37 p.m., the department responded to 
Meadowbrook Manor for lockout. 

On Dec. 1 at 8:06 p.m., the department responded to 
Channell Drive for good intent call, other. 

On Dec. 2 at 4:11 a.m., the department responded to 
Regency Park Drive for good intent call, other. 

On Dec. 2 at 1:02 p.m., the department responded to 
N. Westfield Street for public service assistance, other. 

On Dec. 2 at 2:29 p.m., the department responded 
to Wilson Street for smoke detector activation, no fire 
-unintentional. 

On Dec. 3 at 7:10 a.m., the department responded to 
Mansion Woods Drive to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 3 at 9:19 a.m., the department responded to 
King Street for public service assistance, other. 

On Dec. 3 at 1:11 p.m., the department responded to 
Main Street for public service assistance, other. 

On Dec. 3 at 8:30 p.m., the department responded to 
Valentine Terrace for carbon monoxide incident. 

On Dec. 4 at 2:13 p.m., the department responded to 
Elm Street for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Dec. 4 at 3:48 p.m., the department responded 
to Meadowbrook Manor for cooking fire, confined to 
container. 

On Dec. 4 at 4:03 p.m., the department responded to 
Suffield Street for lockout. 

On Dec. 4 at 7:40 p.m., the department responded to 
Parker Street for gas leak, natural gas or LPG. 

On Dec. 5 at 12:20 a.m., the department responded 


The Friends of the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter will host the following trips. For infor¬ 
mation and to sign up, call Penny Hardick 
at 413-519-7223. All checks should be made 
payable to the Friends of Agawam Senior 
Center and mailed to P.O. Box 601, Aga¬ 
wam, MA OlOOl. 

Tuesday, April 12: Bennington, Vt. The 
bus will depart the Senior Center at 8:30 
a.m. and will return at approximately 6 p.m. 
The first stop will be at the Chocolatorium, 
a new chocolate exhibit and party place. 
Lunch will be at Bennington Station Res¬ 
taurant and will include a choice of roast 
turkey, Yankee pot roast and scrod, with 
soup, salad, apple crisp and ice cream, and 
coffee or tea. Cost is $72 per person and 
includes all taxes and gratuities. A $10 de¬ 
posit must be made with reservation with 
balance due on or before March 7. 

Sunday-Friday, April 24-29: Las Vegas. 
Depart from St. John’s Church, 833 Main St., 
Agawam at 4:30 a.m. for a flight from Brad¬ 
ley Airport in Windsor Locks via Southwest 
Airlines. This trip is scheduled as non-stop. 
Cost is $869 per person, double or triple oc¬ 
cupancy, and $1,069 per single. It includes 
five nights at the Monte Carlo Las Vegas on 


fo Walnut Street for alarm system sounded due to mal¬ 
function. 

On Dec. 5 at 12:48 a.m., the department responded 
to Walnut Street for smoke detector activation due to 
malfunction. 

On Dec. 5 at 2:15 a.m., the department responded to 
N. Westfield Street for public service assistance, other. 

On Dec. 5 at 7:25 a.m., the department responded to 
Country Road for public service assistance, other. 

On Dec. 5 at 8:20 a.m., the department responded to 
Silver Street for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Dec. 5 at 11:11 a.m., the department responded 
to Ruth Avenue for citizen complaint. 

On Dec. 5 at 4:07 p.m, the department responded to 
James Avenue for citizen complaint. 

On Dec. 5 at 5:11 p.m, the department responded to 
Springfield Street for citizen complaint. 

On Dec. 5 at 8:26 p.m, the department responded to 
Valentine Street for citizen complaint. 

On Dec. 6 at 6:20 a.m, the department responded to 
Route 57 West for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Dec. 6 at 11:59 a.m, the department responded 
to Rowley Street for motor vehicle accident with inju¬ 
ries. 

On Dec. 6 at 2:35 p.m, the department responded to 
Leonard Street for service call, other. 

On Dec. 6 at 5:15 p.m, the department responded to 
Suffield Street for lockout. 

On Dec. 7 at 9:28 a.m, the department responded to 
Leonard Street for public service. 

On Dec. 7 at 1:17 p.m, the department responded to 
Dogwood Lane for public service. 

On Dec. 7 at 3:16 p.m, the department responded 
to Colemore Street for motor vehicle accident with in¬ 
juries. 

On Dec. 7 at 5:27 p.m, the department responded to 
Main Street for motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 


the Strip; round-trip transfers to and from 
the airport; round-trip airfare; greeter and 
round-trip transfer from the Las Vegas air¬ 
port to the hotel; one show; discount “fun 
book”; trip cancellation insurance; baggage 
handling (one bag per person); and all tax¬ 
es. A $200 deposit is due to reserve a seat 
with final payment due March 1. Space is 
limited. 

Tuesday-Thursday, May 17-19: Amish 
Country, Lancaster, Pa. Cost is $419 per 
person, double occupancy; $397 per per¬ 
son, triple occupancy; $507 per single. It 
includes two new shows, “Samson” at the 
Sight and Sound Theater and “The Million 
Dollar Quartet” at the Dutch Apple Dinner 
Theater. It also includes roundtrip motor 
coach, two nights lodging at the Lancaster 
Hotel; two breakfasts; all taxes and gratu¬ 
ities; luggage handling (one bag per person) 
and trip insurance. On day two, there will be 
a step-on-guide tour of the Amish country. 
Travelers will enjoy a typical Amish feast at 
the Plain and Fancy Restaurant. On the last 
day, the bus will depart for the Landis Val¬ 
ley Village and Farm Museum. A $100 de¬ 
posit is due at sign-up with final payment 
due April 8. 


By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

You’ve been asking for it, and now you’ve 
got it: Partners is back. 

“OPEN YAY” read the message board 
this week at 485 Springfield St., Feeding 
Hills, marking the return of an Agawam 
dining institution after it was shuttered by 
a Sept. 5, 2014, fire. 

Mark and Sue Tansey, who own the 
restaurant, have kept busy since the fire. 
They continued to operate their catering 
business, which allowed them to keep key 
staff on the payroll. Six Flags New England 
let them use a kitchen at the theme park, 
but it was too cold in the winter and the 
catering operation moved to First Baptist 
Church on Elm Street. The telephone and 
computer remained in the Tanseys’ house, 
however, so orders would have to be re¬ 
layed from one location to the other. 

“Our home was in disarray,” Tansey said. 
Ironically, they had to have their family 
Thanksgiving dinner this year at the rebuilt 
restaurant on Springfield Street, because 
Partners paperwork, office equipment, 
decorations and supplies had taken over so 
much of their house. 

In the midst of rebuilding their Spring- 
field Street restaurant, Partners also re¬ 
opened the Cup, a diner on Westfield Street 
in West Springfield that had been closed for 
several years. Again, the core staff from be¬ 
fore the fire went to “Partners at the Cup.” 
That staff is now back in Feeding Hills, after 
having trained their own replacements at 
the West Side location. 

“I’ve had a great staff,” said Tansey. “Cus¬ 
tomers come in because of the people who 
work here.” 

Catering and the second restaurant 
also served to keep the Partners name on 
people’s minds, and give private parties a 
chance to experience Partners hospitality, 
Tansey said. 

“As soon as the fire [was out], I was 
thinking, customer retention,’” said Tansey, 
and he said it’s worked: “Up to last week, 
people were asking when we would reopen. 
We were asked that daily for 30 days times 
15 months.” 

Tansey said returning customers will 
note the absence of the wall that once di¬ 
vided Partners into two dining rooms. The 
new space also features higher ceilings and 
about eight more seating places. “Uncle 
Charlie,” the menu-toting statue, did not 
survive the fire, Tansey said. 

The decor is a mix of rustic and deco, 
with items chosen by Sue Tansey. The light 
fixtures over the lunch counter are inverted 
colanders with measuring spoons dangling. 



Mark Tansey sits at the lunch counter of the re¬ 
cently reopened Partners Restaurant on Spring- 
field Street. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MICHAEL 
J. BALLWAY 

Tables and stools shine with bright chrome. 
The walls on one corner of the restaurant 
are papered over with roadmaps, part of a 
“travel” theme that includes a set of globes, 
souvenir pennants and a display of decora¬ 
tive plates from across the country. 

“She has a great knack for decorating 
and choosing husbands,” quipped Mark 
Tansey. 

The menu features many of the old Part¬ 
ners favorites, Tansey said, with a few new 
choices inspired by his family’s travels, such 
as breakfast burritos and chicken-and- 
waffles. Huevos rancheros and grits, which 
had formerly been occasional specials, are 
now everyday options. 

The restaurant invited some of its “reg¬ 
ulars” to come in last Friday for breakfast 
and lunch, and opened to the public start¬ 
ing Saturday, Dec. 12. A grand reopening 
celebration is being planned for January, 
Tansey said. 

Mark Tansey said he’s owned the res¬ 
taurant since 1984. He purchased it from 
Carmella O’Leary, who had also run it un¬ 
der the name Partners. There had been a 
restaurant in the building since at least the 
1970s, Tansey said. 

Partners Restaurant in Feeding Hills is 
open for breakfast and lunch, 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m., six days a week, and breakfast only, 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m., on Sundays. 


Follow Us On 

www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 




Senior Friends planning trips to Vermont, Vegas 


OPEN LATE 
Thursday Nights! * ft 

-irrT-ru FTa THURSDAY ^ 
2E7 qJ: 5 NIGHT Special ^ 
V - Buy 1 Key 
!••••? rV) Get 1 Key 

VllkPVS (free 

(Equal i 


or lesser value. No limit.) 


Mon.-Fri. 8-5 i 


r 8-8 p.m. 


16 Ramah Circle South • 413-786-0429 




The 

Strain Family 

EQUESTRIAN CENTER LLC 

20 Vining Hill Road, Southwick, MA 
www.strainfamilyequestrian.com 

Boarding • Lessons • Training • Sales • Leasing 


Riding Gift Certificates Make Great Stocking Stuffers 


Therapeutic Riding for Individuals with Disabilities 

E (413) 569-5797 


^ Meny Christmas 


HAIR SALON 

303A Springfield St., Agawam I 78 Franklin St., Westfield 
413-786-6988 I 413-562-5988 


WALK-INS WELCOME 


Monday-Friday After 5pm $5 Eyebrow Wax 


MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN 

ALL HAIRCUTS $10 

(Free wash with every haircut) 

HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR $35+ 
PERMS $40+ 

Tuesday Senior Discount $9.00 


Haircut or 
Eyebrow Wax 


Perm 
or Color 

SAVE 


$100 OFF R $R00 OFF 

1 W/COUPON | W/COUPON 

WITH THIS AD. EXP. 1/31/15 
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JOIN QUIT MISSION 



iSHOPS & m 

Remains! 


fjhb Mclidaty 
Seamen 


Advertise with the 
publication who 
supports your 
business all year 
long. Together we 
will make 2015 
the most fruitful 
holiday season for 
the communities 
we love! 

Local Newspapers. 
Local Businesses. 
Local Advertising. 
Local Prosperity. 


f \ 

Let our loyal readers know 
you are open for business. 



Ask your Sales Representative 
to use our Open Sign in all 
your holiday advertising. 

___ J 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


St. David’s plans 
Christmas Eve service 

St. David’s Episcopal Church, 699 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills, next to the 
Agawam Police Station, has announced 
the following special services. 

Thursday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve — 
4 p.m., Christmas Eve Pageant, Family 
Christmas Eve Service; 10 p.m., Candle¬ 
light Services. 

Sunday, Dec. 27: 9 a.m., Traditional 
Service of Lessons and Carols. 


Residents invited 
to candlelight 
Christmas services 

Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., will 
host a family candlelight ser¬ 
vice at 5 p.m. and a traditional 
candlelight service at 11 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve, Thursday, 
Dec. 24. All are invited. 


Clergy host caroling 
Sunday evening 

The Agawam Clergy Association will 
host “Christmas Caroling on the Green” 
at 4:30 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 20. All are in¬ 
vited to Veterans Green, 689 Main St., 
Agawam, for the lighting of the Christ¬ 
mas tree, singing of Christmas carols fol¬ 
lowed by hot chocolate and cookies. 

In the event of inclement weather, the 
event will take place in the Agawam Con¬ 
gregational Church hall at 745 Main St. 


FIELDS I from page 1 

jointly on Dec. 14. The Community Re¬ 
lations panel, which consists of coun¬ 
cilors George Bitzas, James Cichetti 
and Cecilia Calabrese, could not agree 
on whether to recommend the light 
package. Bitzas made a motion to 
support the lights, but there was no 
second and Calabrese and Cichetti 
did not make a motion in the other 
direction. 

Bitzas said he supports the lights 
for the baseball and softball fields be¬ 
cause there are many parents that are 
not able to get to games during the 
day, and he believes the lighted fields 
could be used by summer leagues and 
adult softball leagues. 

Council President Christopher 
Johnson was present at the meeting, 
and commented the lights would not 
get enough use by Agawam teams for 
them to be a worthwhile investment. 
He rejected the idea of using the field 
for outside teams, believing too much 
outside use would ruin the fields and 
the town would not make enough 
money to cover the electricity and 
maintenance costs. 


“I have a tough time swallowing 
using $388,000 for maybe 20 [varsity 
games] a year,” said Johnson. 

Bonfiglio also added Stratton said 
not all softball and baseball games 
would be contested under lights. 

Calabrese sits on the Finance Sub¬ 
committee, along with councilors An¬ 
thony Suffriti and Joseph Mineo. She 
suggested that that group not recom¬ 
mend the lights to the full council. 
Her motion passed 2-1 with Suffriti 
supporting it, and Mineo against. 

The Finance Subcommittee unani¬ 
mously recommended increasing the 
borrowing authorization, but not be¬ 
fore several councilors engaged in a 
debate about the impact the borrow¬ 
ing will have on an early childhood 
center proposal that School Superin¬ 
tendent William Sapelli is expected to 
bring forward in the next year. 

“If we approve the borrowing for 
the athletic facility, we are not going 
to be able to take on the ECC,” said 
Johnson. 

According to information provided 
by Treasurer Laurel Placek, the bond¬ 


ing for the athletic facility project 
could cost the average residential tax¬ 
payer an estimated extra $50 on their 
tax bill when the bond hits. Johnson 
said he is considered about that tax 
impact for the first few years of the 
bond, saying other debts will come off 
the books after that. 

But councilors at the meeting 
agreed approving the athletic facil¬ 
ity project would set a potential early 
childhood center back by at least five 
years. 

Ultimately, the Finance Subcom¬ 
mittee members decided to support 
the project because funding had al¬ 
ready been approved and money had 
been spent on the design. 

The full City Council will decide on 
the lights and extra borrowing at its 
Monday meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. 
at Roberta Doering School. 

Bonfiglio said the $7,950,000 bid 
also includes improvements to the 
dugouts on the varsity softball field, 
an addition that came as result of a 
walkthrough of the athletic facilities 
in August. 


VEHICLE I from page 1 

“It made the most sense to put it 
there because most of the remote ar¬ 
eas will be on that side of town,” said 
Sirois. 

The Agawam Police Department 
will also have use of the UTV Gillis 
said the vehicle could useful in situ¬ 
ations of chases in remote areas, or 
locating a lost person, something that 
happens with some frequency. 

There is a small amount of train¬ 
ing required to operate the vehicle, 
though it is nothing more than a typi¬ 
cal “all-terrain” vehicle course, Sirois 
said. He believes all firefighters and 
EMTs will be trained to use the vehicle. 
Gillis said he did not think it will nec¬ 
essary to train all of his officers on the 
vehicle, and stressed that more often 
than not, the police and fire depart¬ 
ments will work in tandem when the 
UTV is needed. 

“Most of the time, when the Fire 
Department is dispatched some¬ 
where, we are asked to go out and as¬ 
sist,” said Gillis. “So we are right out 
there with them and they have the 
ability to operate the UTV’ 

The UTV is an all-wheel drive John 
Deere 855D. It is a diesel-powered 
two-seat vehicle. It has a specialized 
skid unit on the back which can be 
used to transport a victim as well as 
carry needed supplies to a scene. 

The vehicle cost about $20,000 and 
was part of the town’s fiscal 2016 capi¬ 
tal improvement budget, Cohen said. 
He believes the new vehicle will be a 
welcome addition. 

“I believe this is something that 
is long overdue,” said Cohen. “This 
will provide Police and Fire with the 
means to improve public safety and 
provide better coverage for our ex¬ 
panding biking trails and use of other 
open spaces in the community.” 

The skid unit also includes a 50- 
gallon water tank, which Sirois said 
could be used to prevent a small fire 
from expanding, or to make a path to 
access a victim trapped in a fire. 



Fire Chief Alan Sirois, Deputy Fire Chief B.J. Calvi, Mayor Richard Cohen and Police Chief 
Eric Gillis stand in front of the Fire and Police departments’ new utility terrain vehicle 
last Wednesday at the Agawam Fire Department. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY 
A. SCIBELLI 



The UTV features a skid unit in the back with a place to carry out a patient and a 50-gal¬ 
lon water tank. There is also an area for supplies. 


Follow Us On 

www.facebook.com/ AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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Youth 


School Lunch 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

The Agawam High School lunch menu is posted on 
the school’s website. 

AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Monday, Dec. 21: Popcorn chicken bites with dip¬ 
ping sauce, mashed potatoes, seasoned veg¬ 
etable, tresh and chilled fruit. 

Tuesday, Dec 22: Stuffed-crust pizza, salad with 
light dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, cookie. 
Wednesday, Dec. 23: Half day. No lunch. 
Thursday, Dec. 24: No school. 

Friday, Dec. 25: No school. 


ELEMENTARY BREAKFAST MENU 

Monday, Dec. 21: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 1 
percent low-fat milk, cinnamon graham crack¬ 
ers, mozzarella cheese string, juice. 

Tuesday, Dec. 22: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 1 
percent low-fat milk, assorted nutri-grain bars, 
mozzarella cheese string, juice. 

Wednesday, Dec. 23: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 
1 percent low-fat milk, assorted muffins, moz¬ 
zarella cheese string, juice. 

Thursday, Dec. 24: No school. 

Friday, Dec. 25: No school. 


Youth volunteer 
drive at library 


Free photos with 
Santa this Saturday 

Heritage Woods Senior Living will 
be offering free photos with Santa 
Claus from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Dec. 19. The day’s events will also in¬ 
clude treats and activities. Heritage 
Woods is at 462 Main St., Agawam. For 
more information or to make a reser¬ 
vation, call 413-789-8332 or email Ni- 
cole.wallace@genesishcc.com. 


The Agawam Public Library is seeking 
student volunteers, age 13 and older to 
help prepare crafts, help with programs or 
serve on one of the two planning boards for 
teens. The volunteer drive will be held from 
2 to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5, Thursday, Jan. 
7, and Wednesday, Jan. 13. 

A table will be set up in the front of the 
library at 750 Cooper St., Agawam, where 
teens can learn about ways they can take 
an active role in the library. For more infor¬ 
mation, call Pamela Weingart at 413-789- 
1550, ext. 3. 



The Brick Heads, one of two Agawam teams that qualified at a FIRST Lego League robotics 
tournament last weekend, consist of nine fifth- and sixth-graders from Doering School. Sub¬ 
mitted photo 


Brick Heads, Thunder advance to WPI 


Twenty-one teams competed at 
the FIRST Lego League robotics quali¬ 
fier Saturday, Dec. 12, at Agawam Junior 
High School. Six teams were selected to 
go to the state championship, including 


two teams from Agawam, Team 431 the 
Brick Heads, and Team 3634 Team Thun¬ 
der. The state championship is sched¬ 
uled for Saturday, Dec. 19, at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. 


Best on the test 



For the first time, students in grades 3,4,5,6,8, and 10 who received perfect scores on the MCAS tests were honored for this achievement. At a recent School Committee meeting, 11 of the 14 students 
who performed flawlessly on the 2015 MCAS tests posed for a group photo with school administrators and the committee after being awarded their certificates by Superintendent William Sapelli. TURLEY 
PUBLICATION PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



Sixth grader David Dagenais 
proudly shows off the certifi¬ 
cate he received from Superin¬ 
tendent William Sapelli. He was 
the only one who was perfect 
in two subject areas, English- 
language arts and math. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 

Agawam 

Advertiser 


BAY STATE J 
FUEL OIL 






.. L 1 


www.baystatefueloil.com 
(413)733-5088 • (800)529-5088 


• Heating Oil Delivery . Fuel Payment Plans 

• Heating Service • New customer specials 

• Air Conditioning Service • ...and More! 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 
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Despite having some problems keeping her name sign up, senior Gabrielle “Gabby” Lescarbeau is 
all smiles. TURLEY PUBLICATION PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



Christmas in America is the theme of this artwork created by Jen Rossi, 18, that is bordered by some 
iconic twinkling Christmas lights. The senior is an Art Honors II student. 



Bailey Laviolette, right, and Katie Grasso, both 
juniors, make some last-minute adjustments 
to their artwork before the start of Winter Arts 
Fest. 


Inspiring student art work showcased 
at AHS Winter Arts Festival 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 



A gawam High School 
art students drew 
inspiration from 
comic book heroes, fa¬ 
miliar New England icons 
and brands, the ballet, and 
even the “hippie” Wood- 
stock music festival in 1969 
to create art projects dis¬ 
played at the school’s an¬ 
nual Winter Arts Festival 
the evening of Dec. 9. 

Unlike the Spring Arts 
Festival, which is only for 
students in National Art 
Honors I and II classes to 
show off their work for 
the entire year, the winter 
show is an opportunity for 
art students at all levels to 
showcase their creative en¬ 
deavors for the first half of 
the school year. 

“Students have been 
working tirelessly since the beginning of 
the school year to create an outstanding ex¬ 
hibit for the public,” said Deb Florek, one of 


the four AHS art teachers 
who helped to organize the 
event. 

Artwork on display in¬ 
cluded work from not only 
the Honors I and II classes 
but classes for drawing and 
painting, digital photogra¬ 
phy, sculpture, mixed me¬ 
dia, and studio experience. 

Both art festivals al¬ 
low students to share their 
work with the public, fami¬ 
lies, and supporters of the 
arts. 

Several art students 
were also among the sing¬ 
ers in the school’s choral 
groups that performed 
that evening. The groups, 
directed by Sonja Funk, in¬ 
cluded the school’s chorale, 
the honors chorus (Tonal 
Tenacity), the Bell-Tones, 
and Turn Up the Brass. 

A $5 admission fee, a 
holiday raffle, and a bake 
sale helped to raise money for three annual 
art scholarships that will be awarded at the 
spring festival. 


Holding a shield similar to the one 
used by comic book superhero 
Captain America is senior Frank 
Masteomatteo IV. The senior crafted 
it from scratch, shaping the metal 
body and the handles he’s using to 
hold the shield, and then painting it. 



Laura Cafaro loves the ballet, so the junior 
created this impressionist-style painting of 
a ballerina. 



Junior Jenna Gamelli proudly shows off this “objet d’art” she created that combines two special 
objects into one painting: her ring and flowers from her great-grandmother. 



The honors chorus, Tonal Tenacity, was among four student singing groups that performed at the 
Winter Arts Festival under the direction of Sonja Funk. 



Brands and iconic images unique to modern-day New England are 
depicted in this collage painting by senior Diane McGregor. 



Junior Erika Sypit is much too young to have been at Woodstock 
in 1969, but she was inspired by the many musicians at that 
three-day festival. She chose to paint some of those “incredible 
performers” in all their glory. 



Senior Laura Wynne has never been to Las Vegas, but chose to 
portray it because of its culture impact as an icon of Americana. 
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Senator sponsors free ice skating Dec. 19 


WESTFIELD — State Sen. and Mrs. Don 
Humason will host a free ice-skating event 
from 5 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, at Ame¬ 
lia Park Arena, 21 S. Broad St., Westfield. 
Residents are invited to bring their family, 
visit with Humason and his family, have 
some refreshments, and skate admission- 
free courtesy of Humason. Ice skate rentals 
will be available for $3 per person. 


In the spirit of the season, guests are 
asked to bring one canned good or non- 
perishable item to be donated to Kate’s 
Kitchen in Holyoke to help those in need 
this winter. 

For more information about the event 
or possible sponsorship opportunities, call 
413-568-3390. 


‘Sounds of the Season’ concert at St. John’s 


The Agawam Concert Band & Choir, 
and the Alice Moore Golden Bell Choir of 
the Agawam Congregational Church are 
presenting a “Sounds of the Season” con¬ 
cert Sunday, Dec. 20. 

The concert begins at 7 p.m. at St. John 


the Evangelist Church Hall, 833 Main St., 
Agawam. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for 
ages 13 to 18 and free for children 12 and 
under. They will be available at the door 
or may be purchased in advance by calling 
413-530-9779. 



Dinner Stations featuring Global Cuisines 
An Extravagant Dessert Station 


Complimentary Champagne Toast at Midnight 
—Hear the Countdown & See the Ball Drop- 
Wrapping Up with a Continental Breakfast 


Celebrate in Style with Chez Josef 
featuring Marx Entertainment DJ& Dancing 

Thursday, December 31,2015 


Join us m the Grand Ballroom for 

New Years Eve Around the World 

Doors Open at 7:30pm 


$59.95 per person 

Pius Massachusetts State Tax 


Contact Us Today for Reservations! 

176 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam, MA 
www.chezjosef.com 


ClfEE 


(413) 786-0257 
(800) 221-0877 
sales@chezjosef.com 


Colleen applications due Monday 


Applications for the 2016 Agawam St. 
Patrick’s Colleen are now available. The 
Colleen and her court will participate in 
activities throughout the “Irish season,” 
culminating in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade on March 29. 

Applicants must be aged 17-22 on 
March 17, 2016; be single and have no 
children; claim Irish ancestry; have an 
interest in continuing her education; 
and be a resident of Agawam or Feeding 
Hills. 


Applications are due Dec. 21. Appli¬ 
cations are available at Agawam High 
School, 750 Cooper St.; Agawam Public 
Library, 760 Cooper St.; Agawam Town 
Hall, 36 Main Street; Cooper’s Gifts, 
161 Main St., Agawam; St. Mary’s High 
School, 27 Bartlett St, Westfield; Cathe¬ 
dral High School, 310 Main St., Wilbra- 
ham; and Holyoke Catholic High School, 
134 Springfield St., Chicopee. The Col¬ 
leen pageant will take place Feb. 14 at 
Chez Josef in Agawam. 






Curran Jones CurraiUo’Brien 


FUNERAL ■ HOMES 


FUNERAL HOME 


West Springfield 
Agawam 


South 

Hadley 



NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Community 

Newspapers 

Thrive! 

More than 100 million 
people read a printed 
newspaper each day 
- that’s more than 
watch the Super Bowl. 
American Idol or TV late 
news. Plus, many more 
read local papers online. 
Newspapers, in all forms, 
are still the primary 
source for news 
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BOYS BASKETBALL 



By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 






Mike Destefano looks for 
the open teammate. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


y. 


AGAWAM - The Agawam boys 
basketball team is still putting a 
young product on the floor, but 
those underclassmen are speedy 
and helped Agawam squeak out 
a 67-65 victory over the High 
School of Commerce last Friday 
night. 

While it came down to a late 
free throw from sophomore 
Myles Scott, Agawam did have a 
pretty good start to the second 
half and did hold a lead for most 
of the half. 

But Commerce did come back 
during the fourth quarter, and 
the score was tied 65-65 with just 
seconds remaining. 

Scott was fouled with only 8 
seconds left, and was able to sink 
both free throws, ending a pretty 
frustrating night at the free- 
throw line for a few of the Aga¬ 
wam shooters. Commerce had an 
opportunity to tie the score after 
that, but was unsuccessful. 

The early part of the game 
showed signs of rust for both 
sides. Agawam and Commerce 
would both make a lot of sloppy 
plays in the first quarter, and 
Agawam let a strong lead slide 
down to just four points after one 


quarter. 

Commerce continued to nip 
away, with Raul Lopez and Julius 
McKinstry both coming up with 
some key baskets early in the 
second, but the Brownies finally 
broke out mid-way through the 
second quarter, taking a 31-17 
lead. 

Sean Moore would hit a layup 
with 3:10 remaining to extend 
Agawam’s lead to 33-17. 

Commerce then made a move 
with time waning in the second, 
scoring three straight baskets to 
make the score 33-23. 

Meesha Ohradka got a pair of 
free throws to get Agawam back 
up by 12, but Commerce out- 
scored the Brownies 6-2 in the 
final minutes to trail 37-31 at the 
end of the first half. 

The Brownies kept their dis¬ 
tance early in the second half, but 
slowly, the Red Raiders would 
come back. Scott and Jon Leclair 
would both score to give Agawam 
a five-point lead, but Commerce 
nailed a couple shot to close the 
gap again. 

Then Joe Moccio hit a trey to 
put Agawam up by six. Moore 
nailed a layup at the end of the 
third to extend Agawam’s lead to 
eight points 55-47. 


BASKETBALL 
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HOCKEY 

Brownies rally to topple Bombers 

Agawam scores three unanswered goals to beat Westfield 


WRESTLING 

Brownies hold down 
two opponents 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - The Agawam 
hockey team had a taste of the 
big time last year when they trav¬ 
eled to the TD Garden in Boston 
to participate in the Division 3 
State Championship game, com¬ 
ing up short on the home ice of 
the Boston Bruins. 

But with a number of their top 
scorers graduated, the Brownies 
took the ice with a little less expe¬ 


rience this season. 

That led to a loss in their 
opening game. But Agawam put 
things back together in the sec¬ 
ond period of their next game, 
and came from behind to beat 
rival Westfield 3-2 last Saturday 
night at Olympia Ice Center in 
West Springfield. 

The Brownies had been shut 
down for the 30 minutes of the 
game, and fell behind 2-0 against 



ABOVE: Anthony Passerini goes for 
the shot. 

LEFT: Agawam players get mixed up 
against the board with a loose puck 
nearby. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - The Agawam 
wrestling team won two out of 
three dual meets last Saturday at 
Putnam, opening up the regular 
season on a positive note. 

Agawam lost to rival Chicop¬ 
ee, but picked up wins against Es¬ 
sex and later defeated Gateway. 

The Brownies defeated Es¬ 
sex in a close meet 48-36, pulling 
out the matchup by just a couple 
of match wins. Those wins for 


By Dave Forbes 

Turley Publications Sports Staff Writer 

When the 2016 high school 
football season starts next Sep¬ 
tember, there could be some very 
big changes going on with the 
football playoff landscape. 

The most obvious one is that 
there will be eight state champi¬ 
ons, with Divisions 1,1A, 2, 2A, 3, 
3A, 4 and 4A, but there will not 
be eight divisions out in West¬ 
ern Massachusetts. Instead, this 
region will be split up in to four 
divisions, which will be 2,3,4 and 
4A. 

The divisions are split up 


Agawam came on forfeits, as the 
Brownies finished with five of 
them. 

Kyle Ma suffered a third period 
pin, losing to Ben Stewart with 
about a 1:00 left in the match. 

Agawam’s first win of the meet 
came at 126 pounds as Dominic 
Ledoux defeated Calvin Powell 
in 3:02. Ledoux grabbed a take¬ 
down and then a nearfall. Powell 
also scored five points in the first 
period, getting a reversal and a 
nearfall. 


across the state based on the 
male student population at each 
of the Massachusetts Interscho¬ 
lastic Athletic Association mem¬ 
ber schools, with the largest pop¬ 
ulations being placed in Division 
1 and the smallest being placed 
in Division 4A. 

The actual enrollment of the 
school and the Alignment En¬ 
rollment can be two different 
numbers. In the formula used by 
the MIAA, a multiplier of 1.3 was 
used for private schools (such as 
St. Joseph Central in Pittsfield), 
0.8 for comprehensive schools 

SUPER BOWL I page 14 



WRESTLING I page 14 


FOOTBALL 

More changes to Super Bowl format 
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Joe Moccio tries to break through thanks to a block from teammate Sean 
Moore. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 



Myles Scott tries to drive for the basket under pressure. 


BASKETBALL I from page 12 

But Agawam would not hold the lead with Commerce outscoring 
Agawam during the majority of the fourth. Thankfully, the Brownies 
were able to hold on for the win, making them 1-0 this season. 

Coach Dave Federico said he believed the team needed the win to 
start the year. 

“All wins are important, but wins against quality opponents are 
even better,” said Federico. “We wanted to set the tone early this sea¬ 
son and hopefully this propels us.” 

He said his players stepped up, including the bench when starters 
got in foul trouble. 

Moccio led Agawam with 21 points. Moore had 16 points, and Scott 
had 12. 

Agawam was scheduled to play East Longmeadow at home Mon¬ 
day night, but a power outage suspended the game. 

The Brownies will play on Tuesday at home against Westfield at 7 
p.m. 


Wreaths for veterans 



AGAWAM - The Agawam High School varsity hockey players performed community service by placing holiday 
wreaths at the grave of a veteran at the Veterans Cemetery as part of Wreaths Across America. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Litz Alumni Game set for Dec. 30 


AGAWAM - The ninth annual Brian Litz Memo¬ 
rial Alumni Game will be played on Wednesday, Dec 
30 at the Agawam High School gymnasium. 

The doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 

There will be two games this year. At 6 p.m. vari¬ 
ous alumni from all years will play against each oth¬ 
er, then at 7:15 p.m. this year’s varsity squad will play 
against an alumni team consisting of past Brian Litz 
Scholarship Winners, coaches, and Brian’s team¬ 
mates from high school. 

As always there is no cost for admission to the 
games. If you would like to make a donation at the 
door, all proceeds go to the Brian Litz Memorial 
Scholarship Fund which awards scholarships and 
helps out the AHS Basketball Program. 


The scholarships awarded each year are voted on 
by the team. They choose the players that they feel 
best represents what Brian Litz stood for - being a 
great teammate, giving 100 percent effort, and al¬ 
ways having a positive attitude. 

Please help spread the word about the alumni 
game to help out this worthy cause. If you cannot 
make the game and would like to donate, checks can 
be made payable to: Agawam Boys Booster Club c/o 
Brian Litz Fund, and mailed to 40 Denise Lane, Feed¬ 
ing Hills, MA 01030. 

We look forward to seeing everyone on Dec. 30. 
Happy holidays from all of us associated with the 
Scholarship Fund. 


Agawam High School athletics to induct first Hall of Fame class 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High School Athletic 
Department is proud and excited to announce the 
induction of the inaugural class of The Agawam High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame. AHS has a long and 
proud history which encompasses many sports. 

The AHS Athletic Hall of Fame Committee was 
formed earlier this year to recognize and honor those 
who have made a significant athletic contribution to 
Agawam High School. The Hall of Fame Commit¬ 
tee is looking forward to a community effort to help 
make the A.H.S. Athletic Hall of Fame a tribute to the 
athletes, coaches, teams and contributors who have 
given so much to the high school and to the Town of 
Agawam through sport. The presentation of the first 
Hall of Fame class will be held at the Agawam High 
School on Sunday, Oct. 16, 2016. Details will follow. 

Effective immediately, The Agawam High Ath¬ 


letic Hall of Fame Committee will be accepting com¬ 
pleted nomination packets for athletes, teams and 
contributors who have distinguished themselves in 
athletics at Agawam High School as well as in their 
college and professional lives. 

Nomination form directions must be followed 
exactly with all necessary information included. In¬ 
complete nomination forms will not be accepted, 
so please be as accurate and complete as possible. 
Nomination forms are due on or before April 1,2016, 
to be considered for induction into the AHS Athletic 
Hall of Fame Class of 2016. 

Nomination packets are available at the Agawam 
High School Athletic Department Office and on line 
at: http://www.agawampublicschools.org/pages/ 

AgawamPS / Athletics/Athletics. 


Ski, hockey tickets 
available at Park & Rec 

AGAWAM — The Parks & Recreation Winter 
Brochure is now available online at www.agawam. 
ma.us. 

Discounted Ski Blandford tickets are available for 
$25 each and can be used any day that the mountain 
is open for skiing during the 2015-16 season. Tickets 
will be available at the Parks 8c Recreation Depart¬ 
ment, 1000 Suffield St., beginning Monday, Dec. 14. 
Call 413-821-0514 for more information. 

Discounted Springfield Falcons tickets may be 
purchased for $15 each at the Agawam Park 8c Rec¬ 
reation Department. The vouchers can be exchanged 
at the Falcons box office at any time for any Falcons 
home game. Call 413-821-0514 for more informa¬ 
tion. 

These tickets make great Christmas presents and/ 
or stocking stuffers. 


People of All Ages 

Read Newpapers 
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
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Brett Fila tries to keep possession with an East Longmeadow defender pressuring. TURLEY PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


HOCKEY I from page 12 


the Bombers, a team they have been in a 
rivalry with since returning to the Berry 
Division. 

Westfield had peppered Agawam’s 
goal early in the period and finally broke 
through when Don Ingham got a quick 
shot on a wrister and put the Brownies on 
the board down 2-1. 

That Ingham goal was just what Aga¬ 
wam needed to get going, and the offense 
started to create more opportunities. Aga¬ 
wam would score again to tie the game less 
than a minute after Ingham’s goal when 
Cam Croteau and Brett Fila combined to 
tally. 

Croteau fed Fila a pass and Fil found the 
low left side of the net. 

Tied 2-2, Agawam had a renewed mo¬ 
mentum, and their defense carried that 
into the third period, when Anthony Pas- 
serini, who had an excellent freshman year 
for Agawam, passed away to Preston Kozub 
and the junior scored the eventual game 
winner to give the Brownies their first win 
of the regular season. 

Goalie Connor McAnanama made 28 
saves in the victory. Like last year, Agawam 
got goals from three different players in the 


win. 

Last Thursday night, the Brownies got 
out to a tough start in their first action of 
the year. East Longmeadow jumped out to 
a 1-0 lead less than a minute into the game 
and then carried a 3-1 lead after two pe¬ 
riods en route to a 4-2 win at Olympia Ice 
Center. 

There was definitely some first-game 
jitters for several Agawam players as the 
defense broke down a bit early on and East 
Longmeadow scored 37 seconds into the 
game. 

Agawam was able to come back with a 
goal in the second and came within a goal 
early in the third period, but the Spartans 
managed an insurance goal late in the 
game to pull away. 

Ingham and John Passerini scored the 
goals for Agawam and McAnanama made 
20 saves in the defeat. 

At 1-1, Agawam will next play Ludlow at 
3:10 p.m. Saturday. 

Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon¬ 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@turley.com. 


NEYSA, Inc. of Western Mass launches new website 


New England Youth Sports Association 
Inc. (NEYSA) of Western Massachusetts is 
a non-profit organization dedicated to pro¬ 
viding a positive experience for young la¬ 
dies ages 6 to 18 interested in learning and 
playing Girls Fast-Pitch Softball. 

NEYSA accomplished this by creating a 


safe and fun environment in which to play 
the game. 

The league is open to players from all 
communities in the Greater Springfield 
area. 

For more information please visit our 
new website at www.neysainc.org. 
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But Ledoux had the advantage in the 
second and scored the pinfall about a min¬ 
ute later. 

Newcomer Eathan Brooks had a pinfall 
victory, scoring a takedown and then scor¬ 
ing the pin about a minute and a half into 
the match. At 195 pounds, Spencer Kozlak 
defeated Brandan McCormick in the sec¬ 
ond round. 

Against Chicopee, the Brownies had an¬ 
other tough matchup with the Pacers, who 
feature some very talented wrestlers at cer¬ 
tain weight classes. 

Ledoux, though, had a win at 126 
pounds as he defeated Stephen Davis with 
a second round pinfall. Davis would start 
with the advantage in the matchup, getting 
a takedown and a nearfall. But Ledoux got 
the reversal and eventually picked up the 
win. 

Daigan Bishop scored a win at 138 
pounds. He got his first pinfall of the season 
when he defeated Brian Ortega in the first 
period. Bishop scored the early takedown 


and needed some time before getting both 
of Ortega’s shoulders down for the count. 

Troy Carroll picked up his first win of 
the season when he defeated Joe Morales 
in the 152-pound match. 

Morales had a takedown as the only 
score in the first period. He then took the 
down position and scored a reversal to go 
up 4-0. But Carroll would reverse it and 
score the pin with 33 seconds left in the 
second period. 

Kozlak had an easy first match of his 
day with a takedown and pin in 25 seconds 
at 195 pounds. 

Agawam’s final win of the day came 
at the heavyweight match, when Tavon 
Brooks scored a first-round pin against 
Jose Morales. It was Brooks first varsity 
win, coming at 1:42. 

Agawam faced Putnam Wednesday, and 
is now off until hosting the Phil Tomkiel 
Holiday Tournament on Dec. 29 beginning 
at 10 a.m. 


SUPER BOWL I from page 12 


(such as Chicopee Comp) and 0.3 for voca¬ 
tional schools (such as Pathfinder). 

Here are the proposed new divisions: 

Division 2: Central, Putnam (co-op with 
Sci-Tech), Commerce (co-op with Renais¬ 
sance), Holyoke, Agawam, Chicopee Comp, 
West Springfield, Minnechaug, Westfield 
and Amherst. 

Division 3: Longmeadow, Chicopee, 
Ludlow, Northampton, Easthampton (co¬ 
op with Hampshire), East Longmeadow, 
Pittsfield, Monument Mountain (co-op with 
Mt. Everett), Belchertown and Taconic. 

Division 4: Mahar, South Hadley, Wahco- 
nah, Lee (co-op with Lenox), Athol, Drury 
(co-op with St. Joseph Central), Hoosac Val¬ 
ley, Frontier and Greenfield. 

Division 4A: Mt. Greylock, Palmer, Mon- 
son, Mohawk, Ware, Smith Voke, Pioneer 
Valley Regional, Turners Falls, Pathfinder, 
Franklin Tech, McCann Tech and Dean 
Tech. 


There may be a slight problem with 
the math when it comes to Division 4A, 
though, as Palmer and Monson are listed 
separately as having football programs, but 
the two actually had a co-op this season. 
With Palmer’s male population of 175 and 
Monson’s 155 totaling 330, the Panthers 
Alignment Enrollment number would be 
330, which would be higher than Taconic 
(290), the lowest number in Division 3. 

Schools will have the opportunity to 
appeal their placement before these pro¬ 
posed new divisions become official. The 
MIAA Football Committee is scheduled to 
have their final meeting on the subject in 
February of next year. 

Dave Forbes is a sports editor for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at dforbes@ 
tuurley.com or by calling 413-283-8393 ext. 
237. 
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Out & About 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to 23 South- 
wick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. We usually print at 
least one week prior to an event. The listings should be 
brief with only time, date, location, activity explanation 
and contact information. 

Friday, Dec. 18 

THE MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION OF FISHERIES AND 
WILDLIFE habitat site walk at the Southwick Wildlife 
Management Area from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Participants to 
meet at the Wildlife Management Area parking area on 
the south side of South Longyard Road, just east of the 
intersection with Liquori Drive in Southwick, at 10 a.m. 
Wear sturdy boots and dress for cold weather. 

Saturday, Dec. 19 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT at Second Bap¬ 
tist Church, 11 N. Main St., Suffield, 3 p.m. A reception 
of light refreshments in the church’s Fellowship Hall 
follows. Free will offering collected to benefit Suffield 
Emergency Aid Association Fuel Bank. 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA at St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, from 9 to 11 
a.m. Free of charge with canned good for Open Pantry. 
Reservations required. Call 413-786-6133. Bring your 
own camera. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE at St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Open to any¬ 
one feeling blue during the holidays for any reason. 

Sunday, Dec. 20 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING ON THE GREEN at 689 Main 
St., Agawam at 4:30 p.m., hosted by the Agawam Clergy 
Assoc. Lighting of the Christmas tree, singing of Christ¬ 
mas carols followed by hot chocolate and cookies. In 
the event of inclement weather, it will take place in the 
Agawam Congregational Church hall at 745 Main St. 

THE AGAWAM CONCERT BAND & CHOIR and the Alice 
Moore Golden Bell Choir of the Agawam Congregational 
Church are presenting a “Sounds of the Season” concert 
at 7 p.m. at St. John the Evangelist Church Hall, 833 
Main St., Agawam. Tickets available at the door or may 
be purchased in advance by calling 413-530-9779. 

SING WITH THE ANGELS Christmas concert, 3:30 
p.m. at the Gothic Sanctuary of Trinity Methodist Church, 



361 Sumner Ave., Springfield, performed by the Trinity 
Chamber singers, Chamberettes and Handbell Choir. 
Free. Reception of cookies and punch to follow. 

Thursday, Dec. 24 

AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 745 Main 
St., will host a family candlelight service at 5 p.m. and a 
traditional candlelight service at 11 p.m. All are invited. 

Tuesday, Jan 5 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION WORKSHOP from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Suffield Middle School auditorium, 350 
Mountain Road. Guest speaker will be Tom Hennick, 
public information officer for the Freedom of Information 
Commission. Open to all board and commission mem¬ 
bers, town employees and the general public. 

Friday, Jan. 8 

THE ACC APPLAUSE SERIES starts the new year with 
a presentation of local phenomena by Agawam Paranor¬ 
mal at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main 
St. Free and open to the public. For more information on 
Applause, visit www.agawamcc.org. 

SECOND ANNUAL SCOUTING ALUMNI REUNION 
hosted by the Boy and Girl Scout units of Southwick, 
Granville and Tolland 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. All former Cub 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, Explorers, 
Scouters and other adult volunteers are invited. RSVP 
by emailing alumni@wmascouting.org or calling Alicia 
Garcia at 413-594-9196, ext. 7031. There is no cost to 
attend, and guests are invited to bring Scouting memo¬ 
rabilia or pictures to share. 

Sunday, Jan. 10 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 
p.m. in the Church of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm St., 
West Springfield. A special coin topic to be presented 
and discussed. Refreshments available. Guests wel¬ 
come. For more information, call Peter Setian at 413- 
596-9871. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., 
Agawam, offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at 
a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 

Tuesday, Feb. 2 

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST TUESDAY MORNING 
MUSIC CONCERT, 361 Sumner Ave., Springfield, will 
feature the Devine-Nix Duo at 10:30 a.m. Reception to 
follow. For more information, call Yolanda Martin at 413- 
736-0766 or email firgo9654@aol.com. 


Friday, Feb. 12 

DAN JONES, EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMES col¬ 
umn “Modern Love,” will share his stories and read from 
his books at 10:10 a.m. the 11:15 a.m. at Scibelli Hall 
at STCC as part of its free Ovations series. For more in¬ 
formation, call 413-755-4233 or email pcodonoghue@ 
stcc.edu. 

ONGOING 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 Springfield 
St., Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup 
features music and movement, fostering children’s in¬ 
teractions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents 
and their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of ev¬ 
ery month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at 
Agawam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A round¬ 
table discussion hosted by a local “veteran” mom, this is 
a great way to have further conversation on recent cafe 
themes and parent education events, celebrate parent¬ 
ing and receive encouragement for the trials. 

THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
third Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. at St. John the Evangelist Rectory 
conference room, 833 Main St., Agawam. For informa¬ 
tion on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 
or email Rosemary Sandline at rosemarysandlin@ 
gmail.com 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT AND KNIT meets every Tuesday 
from 1 -3 p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Coo¬ 
per St. No registration needed. 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, Dec. 21: Beef vegetable noodle soup, hot 
turkey sandwich with tomato and Swiss cheese 
on whole wheat, baked good. 

Tuesday, Dec. 22: Lemon pepper chicken, au gratin 
potatoes, carrots, mixed fruit. 

Wednesday, Dec. 23: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, Jell-O. 

Thursday, Dec. 24: Meals on Wheels only (early 
delivery) - French toast, turkey bacon, muffins, 
cantaloupe, orange juice. 

Friday, Dec. 25: Merry Christmas. Senior Center 
closed. 


AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill 
St., Agawam, offers “Crochet Club” every other Tuesday 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This club is open to all needle-work¬ 
ers, including crocheters, knitters, quilters, and embroi¬ 
derers. For more information, call 413-786-7991. 

THE LADIES GLEE CLUB AND MEN’S CHOIR at the 
Springfield Turnverein, 60 North Westfield St., Feeding 
Hills, are back to work. Practice is held every Wednesday 
with the ladies beginning at 7 p.m. followed by the men 
at 8:30 p.m. All are welcome. There is space available 
for anyone interested in joining. 

A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam. 
Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or on¬ 
line at www.survivorjourneys.org. 

AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first 
Tuesday of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Regis¬ 
tration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
www.survivorjourneys.org. 

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the sec¬ 
ond Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods As¬ 
sisted Facility, 462 Main St., Agawam. Registration is 
required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at www. 
survivorjourneys.org. 

YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more 
as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Massachusetts 
Association for the Blind at 888-613-2777 for more 
information. Towing is free. All donations are tax deduct¬ 
ible. 


Calendar of Events 

Monday, Dec. 21: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 
a.m, yoga; 9 a.m. Painting Club; 9:30 a.m, line 
dancing; 11:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m, bingo; 
5:30 p.m,Zumba Gold. 

Tuesday, Dec. 22: 9 a.m, no exercise, knitting class, 
sewing class; 12:30 p.m, mah jongg; 1 p.m, 
Mexican Train Game; 3 p.m, COA meeting; 4:30 
p.m, yoga; 6 p.m, beginner line dance. 

Wednesday, Dec. 23: 8 a.m, weight training; 8:15 
a.m, yoga; 9:45 a.m. Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m, 
bridge; 1 p.m. Scrabble; 1:30 p.m. Golden Ag- 
ers Chapter 1 (no meeting at center; banquet); 
5:30 p.m, Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, Dec. 24: Meals on Wheels only. Senior 
Center closes at noon. No lunch. 

Friday, Dec. 25: Merry Christmas. Senior Center 
closed. 


Agawam Senior Center 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD15P2340EA 
Estate of: Judith E. Powell 
Date of Death: 08/18/2014 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by James H. Powell 
of Westfield MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: James H. Powell of 
Westfield MA be appoint¬ 
ed as Personal Representa¬ 
tive^) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin¬ 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear¬ 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 01/05/2016. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 


appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed¬ 
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec¬ 
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 
UNSUPERYISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra¬ 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter¬ 
ested in the estate are enti¬ 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: December 08, 2015 

Suzanne T. Seguin 

Register of Probate 

12/17/15 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD15P2362PM 
In the matter of: 
Normand Labrie 
Of: Agawam, MA 


RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/ 
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, 

§5-304 & §5-405 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per¬ 
sons, a petition has been 
filed by Herbert Rosenberg 
of Feeding Hills, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleg¬ 
ing that Normand Labrie 
is in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order and 
requesting that (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Conservator to serve With 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint¬ 
ment of a Conservator is nec¬ 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
12/28/2015. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ¬ 
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 


this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceed¬ 
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci¬ 
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: December 11, 2015 

Suzanne T. Seguin 

Register of Probate 

12/17/15 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD15P2348EA 
Estate of: 

Paul Edwin Bowler 
Also Known As: 

Paul E. Bowler 
Date of Death: 

September 28, 2014 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Elaine P. Bowler of Feeding 
Hills MA, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without supervi¬ 


sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard¬ 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

12/17/15 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 

All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@ 
turley.com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this 
newspaper and can answer all of your questions re¬ 
garding these notices. Please indicate the newspa¬ 
pers and publication date(s) for the notice(s) in the 
subject line of your email. For questions regarding 
coverage area, procedures or cost, please call Karen 
directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Vis¬ 
it www.turley.com for more information. 
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Classifieds 


Turley Publications' Community Marketplace 4 www.turley.com 4 Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 

For Sale H For Sale I Firewood I Firewood I Wanted I Wanted To Buy 


/STOP\ 

/ NEVER GIVE YOUR: \ 

/ • SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER \ 
// • CREDIT CARD NUMBER \ 

\ • BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER / 

\ Or any other / 

\ personal information / 

\ To someone / 

\ you don’t know / 

\ when answering / 

\ an advertisement. / 

A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs - 
Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed 
Bug Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com 


!!!!ALL SEASONED RED & 

WHITE OAK!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, split, prompt 
delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 

(413)348-4326. 

CORDWOOD SEASONED 

HARDWOOD cut and split. $250. 
Per cord, 128 cubic feet, 2 cord 
minimum. Call (413)283-4977 


A 

w 


EARLY 




To celebrate CHRISTMAS, the 



Advertising Deadline will be NOON 

Thursday, Dec. 17 

for the week of Dec. 21 ^ 

T| irlpvni 24 Water Street \ i 

■r IUI ‘r J-M* Palmer, MA 01069 TH 

www.turley.com 


Publications, Inc 


DJ 


FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $175.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $250.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083. 


Flea Market 


YANKEE FLEA MARKET 
1311 Park Street (Rt. 20) 
Palmer, MA 01069 

Over 130 vendors 
Over 8,500 Square feet 
6 days a week 
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household furnishings and more! 
Vendors Welcome, Apply within 
Always buying, Free estimates! 
(413)283-4910 
Free Parking 
Free Admission 


Miscellaneous 


DEAR SAINT PHILOMENA, pray 
for us for that purity of mind and 
heart which lead to the Perfect 
Love of God! 

PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 

service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


CLEANING HOUSE: GRACE 

Union Church of Wilbraham 
seeking unwanted household 
items. Call 596-4397 or 596-0046 
for pickup. 

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 

wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 

WANTED ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES Furniture, 
Advertising signs, Toys, Dolls, 
Trains, Crocks & Jugs, Musical 
Instruments, Sterling Silver & 
Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books, 
Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. 
Anything old. Contents of attics, 
barns and homes. One item or 
complete estate. Call (413)267- 
3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR 
PRICES!!! 


Wanted To Buy 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & 
Wesson wooden gun grips. One 
set or a box full. Call (413)246- 
4966. 
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


or VISIT WWW.TURLEY.COM 
TO PLACE YOUR AD 


CATEGORY: 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin - 
Village Hills ^ 

Circulation: 
r50,500 





Hilltowns 

Circulation: 9,800 

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Number of Weeks:_ 


X per week rate = $_ 


Credit Card: □ MasterCard □ VISA □ Discover □ Cash □ Check#. 


Amount of charge: 


First ZONE base price_ 

Add a second ZONE $ 10.00 

Add a third ZONE *5.00 

Subtotal_ 

x Number of Weeks_ 

TOTAL Enclosed_ 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS “in the Old Monson 
Bowling Alley” We are buying 
all types of Antiques and 
Collectibles!! Coins of all 
sorts. All Gold and Silver 
items!!! Simply Bring your 
items in for a Free Evaluation 
and/ or Cash Offer!! We will 
come to you. Contents of 
attic, basements, entire 
estates!! Just like on T.V. We 
buy all things seen on 
“Pickers” and the “Pawn 
Shop” shows!! Call or Bring 
your items in to our 4,500 
square foot store!! 64 Main 
Street, Monson (“The Old 
Bowling Alley”) We are your 
Estate Specialists!! Over 30 
yrs. in the Antique Business! 
Prompt Courteous Service! 
Open Wed.-Sat. 10:00- 5:00 
Sun. 12:00- 5:00 (413)267- 
3729. 


Christmas Trees 


CUT-YOUR-OWN AND FRESH- 

CUT trees, firs, pines, 4-10’. 
Pages’ Tree Farm (Green 
Diamond Systems), 125 Blue 
Meadow Road, Belchertown (off 
Ware Rd., Rt. 9, opposite DPW). 
Sat. 8:30-4:30, Sun. 12 noon-4:30. 
Free coffee, hot chocolate and 
cider, prizes for kids. (413)323- 
4401 or (413)218-2932. 


Services 


FI 
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A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 

10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 



OUR CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE 24/7 AND REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


******** A A CALL _ HAUL it 

ALL ******** 

Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 
10% discount with this ad. Free 
Est. (413)596-7286 


SNOWBLOWER 
I TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A & M TUNE-UPS 

Push lawnmowers, riding mowers 
and small engine repair. 

Work done at your home. 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 

Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 
rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 

BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 

(413)967-6679. 

BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE, Rubbish removal, 
attics, cellars, garages cleaned. 
Light moving. Call someone you 
know. (413)537-5090 

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 

refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 
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Buzzin' r* Town * Town 


Classifieds 



Turley Publications' Community Marketplace ♦ www.turley.com 4- Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 

Services I Electrician I Landscaping I Pets I Real Estate I For Rent 


CoConiat Carpentry Innovationsj Ine. 
(Design & < Bui(d c Ieam 

"New World Technology with Old World Quality” 

www.colonialinnovation.com 

Kitchens• Baths• Doors .Additions 
Renovations • Custom Designs • New Homes 

M Lifetime Warranty on Craftsmanship 

% Bob (413) 374-6175 
lie. & ins. or Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 

plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 

HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000,413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 

PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lie 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 

SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS: 

Carpentry, decks, hatchways 
including concrete step 
replacement, ramps, painting, 
property maintenance, after storm/ 
tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. 
(413)883-9033. 


• .<4 ... ■ - 


mi 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lie. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 
experience. No job too small. Cell 

(413)330-3682. 


Flooring 




WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 

Demers & Sons 
Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV¬ 
ICE. Servicing all makes and 
models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conditioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 

AN EXPERIENCED, LOVING, 

mature woman needed to care for 
our 4-year-old in our home. Hours: 
MWF afternoons (12-4pm) and 
TTh all day (8-4pm). Schedule 
tracks college calendar. Long-term 
only. Start date: mid-January 
2016. References/safety 

certifications required. Email: 
ablbl 021 @yahoo.com 


Cleaning Services 


DANNY BOY SERVICES 

Junk removed, clean outs, one 
room to whole house, cellars, 
sheds, even attics. You need it 
clean I'm the one you need, call 

Dan 413-883-5113 


Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


ACCENT FLOORS. INSTALL, 

Sanding, and refinishing. Third 
Coat free! Competitive prices. Call 
for your free estimate. (413) 532- 
4681 Tim Wilber. 


Home Improvement 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lie. 
#97110, HIC Lie #162905 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 

DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, 
SIDING, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE^ 
MODELING. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. 

PELISSIER TILE- SPECIALIZING 

in the timeless art of tile setting 
since 1982. Insured, Free 
estimates. Call Bill (413)446-7458. 

WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 

Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 
(Smooth or Textured). 38 years 
experience. Fully insured 

WINTER SALE- REPLACEMENT 

windows $299 installed, entry/ 
security storm doors. Fair and 
honest service. Licensed and 
insured (413)525-9811. 


Garage Door Serv. 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS 

Authorized Raynor dealer 
specializing in sales, installation 
service and repairs of residential 
and light commercial overhead 
garage doors and openers. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550 or 
www.menardgaragedoors.com 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Landscaping 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, 
deliveries, loader, backhoe, 
insured. Professional. Please call 

Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538- 

7954. 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 

TREE SERVICE 

Full Service Property Maintenance 
Bobcat & Chipper Service 
Tree, Brush, Shrub, 

Stump Grinding 
Fully Insured 

Competition Doesn’t Cut It! 

413-636-5957 


***A+ DEVENO LANDSCAP¬ 
ING*** FALL CLEAN-UP, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, 
bobcat service, new lawns, new 
landscaping, brick pavers, walks 
and patios. Free estimates. 
Residential/ Commercial 

(413)746-9065. 


D’S HOME AND MOVE- Local 
and long distance, residential and 
commercial moving and hauling. 
Free estimates and references. 
Fully insured. (413)336-3786, 
email 

dshomeandmove@gmail.com. 


GIVE THE GIFT of music. 
Piano/Voice lessons. $15 per 1/2 
lesson given in Monson. Over 25 
years of teaching experience. Call 
Ellis at 475-201-9819. 


Painting 


D’S HOME AND MOVE reliable 
and experienced painters, interior/ 
exterior painting, sheetrock and 
repair work at your home or 
business. Fully insured. (413)336- 
3786, email 

dshomeandmove@gmail.com. 

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Interior/ exterior painting and 
staining, wallpaper removal and 
repairs, quality products and 
workmanship. Free estimates. 

(413)896-8264. 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 

& Heating. Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 

LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Scheduling Replacement 
Heating Systems Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Roofing 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. ALL 
TYPES OF ROOFING, shingle, 
flat and slate. Call Local Builders 
(413)626-5296. Complete roofing 
systems and repairs. Fully 
licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. 
Lifetime warranty. Senior 
Discount. 24 hour service. 

SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 

years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 

(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


Snow Removal 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING 

service, Palmer, Monson, 
Wilbraham, Hampden. Call now 
limited space available. (413)519- 
5439. 

COMPLETE SNOW SERVICES: 

Snowplowing, snowblowing, 
salting, roof snow removal. 
Commercial/ Residential. South 
Hadley, Granby, Chicopee, 
Holyoke, West Springfield. 
(413)328-9221 


Tree Work 


ATEKS TREE- HONEST, quality 
tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Firewood sales. 

(413)687-3220. 


BE A RESPONSIBLE PET 
OWNER - Financially needy? Call 
for assistance to spay/neuter your 
cat/dog. (413)565-5383 

CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR 
ANIMALS. 


www.turley.com 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 

Make a Fast Friend! 

Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 

www.greyhoundoptions.org. 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Help Wanted 


CNA’s, PCA’s, HHA’S, 

SIGN ON BONUS 

Positions available at 
Professional Medical 
Services, Inc. 

Highest competitive rates & 
mileage paid. EOE. 

Call Denise. (413)289-9018 

DRIVERS: NE REGIONAL Run. 
$.44cpm. Monthly Bonus. Home 
Weekly. Complete Benefit 

Package. Rider Program 

Immediately. 100% No-Touch. 
70% D&H. 888-406-9046 

FULL TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT - The Building 
Inspectors of America is seeking a 
qualified applicant with experience 
in general office duties; answering 
phones, typing, scheduling. Must 
be confident with computers and 
in customer service. For more 
details or to submit a resume; 
please email 

inspectors@buildinainspectors.net 

HR REPRESENTATIVE EXPER- 
IENCE necessary. Part-time 15- 
20 hours per week. Caring 
Solutions Homecare, West 
Springfield (413)733-5588 
INSTRUCTOR/DIRECT CARE 
$12.00/HOUR No weekends, 
nights or holidays. A temporary 
part-time 27.5 hours/week position 
is available in our day program 
serving adults with developmental 
disabilities, located in Hadley. 1 
years experience required with 
this population, as well as good 
writing skills. Fax Resumes to 
877-335-2682 email 

MarcyC@Baroco.com 
EOE/AA/ADA. No Phone calls 
please. 

INSTRUCTORS (SUMMER, 
PART-TIME) - Holyoke 
Community College is seeking 
experienced Minecraft and STEM 
youth educators for the months of 
July and August. Classes 
run 9am-4pm, Monday -Friday. To 
apply, go 

to: www.hcc.edu/careers . (Non- 
Credit) Summer 2016 Youth 
Program Instructors. 









Jill A. Gravel, Broker 


grayelrealestate.com 


Thinking of 
Selling? 

Call us today 
for a Free 
Market Analysis 
of your home! 

Make sure 
to ask for 
a Free One Year 
Home Warranty 
when you list your 
home with any 
Gravel RE Agent! 


CONTACT US AT 
GRAVELREALESTATE@Verizon.net 
7 days a week 
for any of your 
Real Estate Needs! 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 

Ware, MA 01082 

www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 

413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 

LOCAL REAL ESTATE 
EXPERTS LOOKING FOR 
A FEW HOUSES 
TO SELL!!! 

HARDWICK: (2) three bedroom, 
two bath condos, central air, off 
street parking. $119,900 each. 

We are selling all Our Listings! 
If you want it sold 
Call The GOLD!!! 


Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 
Jill Stolgitis 
Mary Hicks 
Alan Varnum 
Bruce Martin 
Joe Chenevert 
Michael 
McQueston 


978-434-1990 

413-967-5463 

413-477-8780 

508-612-4794 

508-867-2727 

508-523-0114 

508-331-9031 

508-362-0533 


Mobile Homes 


MONSON 1988 2 bedroom, 

14’x60’, breakfast bar, cathedral 
ceilings, new carpet, patio, shed, 
convenient to Pike. $49,500. 413- 
593-9961 

DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


For Rent 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 

discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or 

discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 

equal opportunity basis. 


AGAWAM 2 BR RANCH 

breezeway, garage, hardwood 
floors, working w/d. New kitchen, 
granite countertops, linoleum, 
lawn, fenced yard. $1,325 

(413)537-4654 

CHICOPEE 2 BR, 1ST FL apt., 
modern, w/w ceramic tile kitchen/ 
bathroom $924.00/ month First, 
last, security, references. 

(413)783-0913 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Office Rentals 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 

SPACE for rent right off Mass. 
Pike Exit 7 in Ludlow: updated and 
quiet office in a premier remodeled 
professional building; new 
carpeting, lots of brightness and 
natural lighting in the office, ample 
free parking, front and rear 
entrances, ideal location. $575 per 
month plus utilities. Please call 
Rich at (413)237-9891 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Auto For Sale 


2005 CHEVY CAVALIER 2 door 
LS Sport Coupe, power windows, 
air, cruise control, sunroof, spoiler, 
16” chrome wheels. 59,000 
original miles. $5,000 (413)283- 
5037 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


The Holiday 
Deadline for 
Classified 
Line Ads is 
Thursday 
December 17, 2015 


at Noon 
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TRUE LOCAL NEWS 


15 weekly newspapers 
Serving 50 local communities 

Turle ys 

Publications, Inc. 

www.turley.com 


B uilt on everything local 
- stories, community 
events, sports, people, 
places and local advertisers 
- Turley Publications, 
Inc. celebrates publishing 
community newspapers in 
the Pioneer Valley. We know 
first hand the value of true 
local news. With 15 weekly 
newspapers , serving 50 local 
communities, we keep our 


readers informed, educated 
and entertained each week. 
Turley is also an integral part 
of each business community 
- publishing local press 
releases, covering the events 
that matter and featuring 
local businesses on our pages 
in every issue. We continue 
to offer a value other media 
can’t - we’re truly local all 
the time. 






TOWN R emin der 





Now in its seventh year of publication - Living Spaces continues 
to showcase exceptional interior and exterior design projects of 
homeowners throughout Western Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut. It’s the only local publication of its kind. Visit 
livingspacesmagazine.com to view the latest edition. 


LIVING SPACES IS A TURLEY PUBLICATION. 





SPRING 2014 


1 LANDSCAPES ( 
4 ^northern I 
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Our Town 


T’s Jewelers moves to new location 

T’s Jewelers, formerly on 
Springfield Street in Feeding Hills, 
has moved to a new location two 
miles away in an art studio in 
Feeding Hills. Owner Zin G. Tok- 
man moved to Agawam in 1981 
from Kiev, Ukraine. A graduate of 
the Academy of Fine Arts in Kiev, 
he became a certified master jew¬ 
eler and engraver. 

In the United States, he gradu¬ 
ated from the Gemological Insti¬ 
tute of America and in 1995, be¬ 
came a certified gemologist. 

Customers at the new location will be seen by appoint¬ 
ment only. To make an appointment, call 413-789-2603. 



Zin G. Tokman, owner of 
T’s Jewelers. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 


Future leader 


Trees for all 



At a recent meeting of the GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s 
Club, Agawam resident Melanie Ortiz, left, spoke to club 
members about the positive experience she had in the Mass. 
Star Leadership program. With Ortiz is club president Sa¬ 
mantha Rudd. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


The Festival of Trees in Springfield, held on the day after 
Thanksgiving, is a fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Club of 
Springfield. Visitors can buy tickets to drop into a box for 
their choice of tree that they would like to win. There were 
137 sponsors this year, including the Agawam Junior Wom¬ 
en’s Club tree, pictured here. Those attending could vote on 
the Children’s Favorite Tree, the Most Original and the Most 
Beautiful. SUBMITTED PHOTO BY GERALDINE SCHILLING-NORDAL 


Barrows graduates 
from basic training 

U.S. Army Pvt. Daniel E. Barrows, 
a 2015 graduate of Agawam High 
School, has graduated from basic 
infantry training at Fort Jackson, 

S.C. 

During the nine weeks of train¬ 
ing, the soldier studied the Army 
mission, history, tradition and core 
values, and physical fitness. He also 
received instruction and practice in 
basic combat skills, military weap- Pvt. Daniel Barrows 
ons, chemical warfare and bayonet 

training, drill and ceremony, marching, rifle marksman¬ 
ship, armed and unarmed combat, map reading, field tac¬ 
tics, military courtesy, military justice system, basic first 
aid, foot marches and field training exercises. 

Barrows is the son of Sandra E. Barrows of Ludlow. He is 
the brother of Joshua K. Barrows and Jacob G. Barrows. 




Former editor hired at Pope Francis High School 


CHICOPEE — Pope Francis High School an¬ 
nounced this week that Jennifer Lopez of Ludlow 
has been appointed as the first director of mar¬ 
keting and communications for the new school. 

Lopez, the former Jennifer Wroblewski, is the 
former editor of the Agawam Advertiser News 
and most recently worked in marketing at Market 
Mentors in West Springfield. A graduate of Low¬ 
ell Catholic High School in Lowell, Mass., Lopez 
holds a bachelor of arts in English from Western 
New England University. She is a member of the 
Valley Press Club Board of Directors. 

“We are fortunate to have Jennifer join our staff, as she 
brings with her not only the benefit of her local media and 
marketing experience, but also first-hand knowledge of 
the advantages of a Catholic education,” said Kevin White, 
chief advancement officer for Pope Francis High School. 
“Jennifer possesses the enthusiasm and commitment we 
need to develop a long-term marketing strategy for the 
new school, and we are excited to welcome her aboard.” 

Support the 
local businesses 
that support your 
local newspaper. 

Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 

Agawam Advertiser 


Pope Francis High School will be the name 
of the combined diocesan high school to be 
built the former Cathedral High School site in 
Springfield, incorporating both Cathedral and 
Holyoke Catholic High School. While the official 
merger will take place to coincide with the next 
academic year, 2016-17, there has already been a 
joining together of the athletic programs and the 
creation of a joint development and marketing 
team, in which Lopez will now play an impor¬ 
tant role. The school is expected to open on the 
campus of Holyoke Catholic in Chicopee for a year before 
construction is complete in Springfield. 

For more information about Pope Francis High School, 
visit popefrancishigh.org. 
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Jennifer Lopez 





Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a personalized 
letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They’ll also 
receive an 
autographed 
photo along 
with a 
special gift. 



Simply cut out the coupon below, fill in your 
payment information and enclose your check 
for $9.95* The letter will be delivered with the 
autographed photo and special gift just in time for 
Christmas! Quantities are limited, so don’t delay, 
order your gift today! 

ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 

$9.95 for the first one, $8.95 for each additional. Please include phone 
number. Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12-25-15. 

CHILD’S NAME(S)- 


SHIPPING ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


. STATE. 


.ZIP. 


YOUR NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


. STATE. 


.ZIP. 


PHONE . 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 

□ CHECK □ VISA □ MASTERCARD DAMEX □ DISCOVER 

CREDIT CARD #_ 

EXP DATE:_ 

PHONE:_ 


3 DIGIT CODE: 


MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 

Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: cgriswold@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 

Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 
time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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WEDDING AND EVENT PLANNER 


BANQUET FACILITIES 

Chandlers at Yankee Candle - Voted the most 
romantic restaurant and best wine list in the valley 
for 10 years. Voted official best family restaurant of 
Massachusetts. South Deerfield, MA. 413-665-1277 
or log onto chandlersyankeecandle.com. 

The Hotel Northampton - Pioneer Valley's only 
true Grand Ballroom, luxurious guestrooms, two 
restaurants, award-winning food, on-site parking, 
steps from unique shops and galleries. 413-587-8105. 
www.HotelNorthampton.com. 

Look Park Garden House - Gazebo, Pine Theater 
and Sanctuary for wedding receptions and 
ceremonies, meetings, banquets and events for up to 
170 people. 300 North Main Street, Rt. 9, Florence, 
MA. 413-584-2220. www.lookpark.org. 

Magic Wings Butterfly & Conservatory Gardens 

- You and your guests will be surrounded by 4,000 
beautiful butterflies in a tropical setting anytime of 
the year! Accommodations for up to 100 for your 
ceremony and reception. All inclusive wedding 
packages available. We also host pre-wedding and 
rehearsal dinner parties. 281 Greenfield Road, Scenic 
Routes 5 & 10, South Deerfield, MA. 413-665-2805. 
www.magicwings.com. 

Publick House Historic Inn & Country Lodge - Has 

been creating picturesque New England weddings for 
over 230 years. Visit www.publickhouse.com or call 
508-347-3313. 

Sheraton Springfield - One Monarch Place. Your 
Weekend Wedding Destination; rehearsal dinner, 
wedding and post nuptial brunch all in the comfort 
of one location. Newly renovated, atrium style 
hotel with ballroom seating for up to 500 guests. 
Complimentary room for the Bride 8c Groom, 
Rolls Royce, Centerpieces and Parking included 
in all packages. Contact Kristen Muszynski, your 
personal wedding consultant at 413-263-2117 or 
kmuszynski@sheratonspringfield.com to set up your 
tour today! 

Storrowton Tavern - Storrowton Tavern 8c 
Carriage House is a landmark area facility located 
on the grounds of the Eastern States Exposition. 
The operators of the facility, the Calvanese family, 
have over 45 years of hospitality experience. They 
offer beautifully landscaped grounds, terraced 
patios and an upscale banquet facility that can 
serve 400 guests. For more information please 
visit ww.storrowtontavern.com. We are located at 
1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield, MA 01089. 
413.732.4188. info@storrowton.com. 

Union Station - Northampton's Union Station 
was designed by American architect H. H. 
Richardson in 1886. This historic train depot has 
been extensively renovated to contain one of the 
most elegant and unique banquet facilities in all 
of New England. The Grand Ballroom at Union 
Station, www.unionstationbanquets.com. 

Villa Rose - 1428 Center Street, Ludlow. 413-547- 
6667. Banquet facilities for parties large and small up 
to 200 people. Showers, receptions, graduations and 
more. Catering available for up to 1,000 people. 

The Wherehouse? - Located downtown in historic 
Holyoke. The most unusual 8c interesting banquet 
function facility you've ever seen! Call today for 
your appointment, 413-534-3039. Visit us online at 
www.the-wherehouse.com. 

BEAUTY & HEALTH 

Brooks & Butterfield THE • DAY • SPA - Relaxed. 
Beautiful. Confident. Voted the Best Day Spa 9 years in 
a row. 140 Main Street, Northampton. 413-586-0366. 
www.brooksandbutterfield.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 

www.turley.com 


CAKES 

Atkins Farms Country Market - For over 20 years, 
our cakes have been made from scratch, and we use 
only the highest quality ingredients. Decorated with 
beautifully hand crafted frosting flowers and topped 
with probably the best butter cream icing you'll taste 
anywhere. Our cake has had rave reviews from our 
customers from all around the Pioneer Valley where 
we are also well renowned for our quality baked goods. 
253-9528. www.atkinsfarms.com. 

CATERERS 

UMass Catering - Premier caterer serving the Pioneer 
Valley with beautiful views in the heart of the UMass 
Amherst Campus. 413-577-1234. Visit us online at 
www.umass.edu/catering. 

FLORISTS 

Atkins Farms Country Market - Atkins Flower 
Shop is managed by three full-time experienced floral 
designers to assist you in planning the wedding of 
your dreams. You can be assured of receiving the 
excellent service and quality products from the floral 
department that you have come to expect from 
Atkins. Their work is beautiful and expertly done 
and offered to you at prices that are surprisingly 
reasonable. 253-9528. www.atkinsfarms.com. 

Sixteen Acres Garden Center - The Floral Shop 
at Sixteen Acres Garden Center has been servicing 
Springfield for over 50 years. Our professional staff 
members aim to provide a service that is unique 
and tailored to suit individual needs. We provide 
a complete, high quality range of floral products 
at competitive prices. The Floral Shop at Sixteen 
Acres Garden Center offers flowers that are fresh 
daily and we take great pride in our work. We have 
arrangements for all different occasions and all 
budgets. For professional and experienced service 
please contact us at 413-783-5883. Located at 1359 
Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA. Visit us on the web 
at www.16acresgardencenter.com. 

JEWELERS 

Silverscape Designs - was founded by Denis Perlman 
over 30 years ago and is noted for its commitment 
to showcasing the work of the finest in American 
handcrafted jewelry 8c gifts. Silverscape also specializes 
in custom designs for that perfect piece of jewelry. 
Silverscape Designs is located at One King Street in 
Northampton, MA. www.silverscapedesigns.com. 

Stevens Jewelers & Diamond Gallery - A family 
operated company with wholesale and retail 
operations. Buying gold, silver and diamonds, jewelry 8c 
watch repair, custom design 8c remounts. Personalized 
engraving, appraisals. Visit us at our NEW location 
1501 Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. 413-731-9800. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Karen Geaghan Photography - My life, my passion, 
my love! Specializing in Life Cycle Photography: 
Weddings, Maternity, Newborn, Children 8c Families. 
Doing small things with great love because in the end I 
believe it’s the little things that count the most. Clients 
become family! Visit me at www.karengeaghanphotos. 
com or call 413-596-2227 or 537-3001. I would LOVE 
to hear from you! 

RENTALS 

Michael's Party Rentals - Showers, ceremonies, 
rehearsal dinners, receptions. Tents for 10-500. Tables, 
chairs, dance floors, linens, tent lighting, events, 
graduations, bbq's. Call 413-583-3123 or visit us on the 
web at www.michaelspartyrentals.com. 

Northampton Rental Center - From intimate to 
extravagant, weddings are a big event with us. We 
offer expert advice in selecting the finest tents, chairs, 
tab;es, dinnerware, glassware and flatware to make 
your reception memorable. 59 Service Center Road, 
Northampton, MA. 413-584-5072. 



Photos by Aim Images 















